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JOHNSTON

UNLEASH 
THE FEAST
Saint Rocco’s Feast was 
expected to kick off Thurs-
day night and continue 
through this weekend. Ear-
lier this week, the Orient 
Express Chinese Dragon 
mini-coaster, above, sat 
patiently awaiting its first 
eager riders. At left, Dave 
Charron, father of Da-
vid Charron of Rockwell 
Amusements, helped set 
up booths under the big top 
behind St. Rocco’s Church 
in Johnston on Monday. 
For more coverage, turn to 
Page 8. (Sun Rise photos 
by Rory Schuler)

By RORY SCHULER

Distance learning and mask 
mandates have come to an end 
in Johnston.

The Johnston School Commit-
tee voted unanimously Tues-
day night to let parents decide 
whether to mask their children 
for school.

And synchronous distance 

learning for Johnston’s students 
will no longer be an option.

“People are just getting so 
tired of this situation,” said 
School Committee Chairman 
Bob LaFazia on Wednesday 
morning. “They feel like their 
hands are bound. We’re giving 
them the opportunity to make 
the decision for their own chil-
dren.”

LaFazia said the school de-
partment, led by Johnston 
Schools Superintendent Dr. Ber-
nard DiLullo Jr., will monitor 
reported COVID-19 cases in the 
schools, and report back to the 
committee. 

DiLullo clarified the school 
system’s mask guidelines for 
the scheduled start of the new 
school year on Sept. 1.

“The School Committee 
strongly suggested mask wear-
ing in schools, but did not come 
down on the side of mandating 
them,” DiLullo explained. “This 
kind of is in line with what the 
governor and the Department 
of Health is saying; no one 
has mandated masks for stu-
dents. You would think that if 
it were important enough, the 

DOH would mandate masks in 
schools. The committee just fol-
lowed what the governor has 
stated.”

DiLullo acknowledged strong 
feelings on both sides of the stu-
dent-masking debate. 

“I think that there are people 
on both sides of this issue,” he 

Masks for students left up to parents

By RORY SCHULER

Johnston residents have been waiting for the new gro-
cery store in town to open its doors.

The company announced Thursday morning that a 
date has finally been set.

“We have been granted our certificate of occupancy 
permit,” said Market Basket Operations Manager Da-
vid K. McLean. “We are looking at a grand opening date 
of Friday, Aug. 20. Friday, Aug. 20 is a go!”

The store’s parent company has been working hard to 
secure required business permits.

On Thursday morning, Aug. 12, members of the 
Johnston Planning Board toured the site and gave their 
blessing to the operation.

“It was a matter of confirming; checking off,” McLean 
said. “They said we are good to go. Outstanding.”

Following the Johnston Planning Board’s final walk-
through of the store, a certificate of occupancy has of-
ficially been granted, McLean explained. 

McLean and the new store’s manager, Kevin Perno, 
appeared before Town Council Tuesday night to se-
cure business operating, restaurant and tobacco li-
censes.

Market 
Basket 

confirms 
Aug. 20
opening

By RORY SCHULER

Johnston man Henry A. Fellela Jr. has 
been sentenced to four years in prison for 
stealing identities and credit card fraud.

This was Fellela’s fourth federal con-
viction. He will report back to federal 
prison in September.

“It wasn’t great police work that got me 
arrested,” Fellela said Monday. “Watch 
out who you trust in life.”

He is the husband of state Rep. Debo-
rah Fellela, D-Johnston.

In his latest criminal case, Fellela was 
sentenced Wednesday, Aug. 4, by U.S. 
District Judge Jeffrey A. Meyer in New 

Haven, Conn., to 48 months of imprison-
ment, followed by three years of super-
vised release.

“Number one; It’s not a violent crime,” 
Fellela said nearly a week after his most 
recent sentencing. “I was not involved in 
identity theft. That’s wrong.”

Fellela had been found guilty of credit 
card fraud and identity theft offenses, 
and violating the conditions of his super-
vised release from a prior federal convic-
tion, according to a press release from 
Leonard C. Boyle, Acting United States 
Attorney for the District of Connecticut.

Fellela, 63, has already served time on 
similar offenses.

He said he prefers federal prison to 
state institutions.

“Federal jails are way better,” he said. 
Fellela had been free, previously re-

leased from federal prison in March 2018, 
following a 48-month sentence handed 
down by the U.S. District Court in Rhode 
Island for credit card fraud, aggravated 
identity theft and other offenses, accord-
ing to the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Con-
necticut.

“The people in the community who 
know me know the kind of guy I am,” 
Fellela said. “People know me. I have a 

Henry Fellela sentenced to 4 years years in fraud case

Henry A. Fellela Jr.
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Sept. 5 & Oct. 10,  
Pub on Park in Cranston

Comedy 
Shows! 
$20pp 7pm.

Sept. 23, Oct. 28, 
& Dec. 15 

Lemongrass in Warwick 
 "All You Can Eat-All 

You Can Laugh" 
Dinner-

Comedy Shows! 
$40pp includes buffet & 

show. 6:30pm.

Sept. 24 Savini's Pomodoro 
Italian Kitchen and Bar 

in Woonsocket.
Laughs & Music! 

Singing great 
Steven Palumbo with comics 

John Perrotta & Rockin' 
Joe Hebert! 

$50pp.  includes dinner 
& show. 7pm.

Sept. 25 at Bella Cucina 
at the Kelly Gazzero Post  

in Cranston 
“All You Can Eat-All 

You Can Laugh” 
Dinner-Comedy 

Show!
Special Guest Singer 

Jake Kambo, plus 6 hilarious 
comics! 6:30pm. 

$40pp includes Italian 
buffet & show. 

Sept. 25 Carriage Inn, 
North Kingstown RI 

Headliner 
Ace Aceto!

6:30pm. $40pp includes 
buffet & show.

Sept. 26
Warwick Knights of Columbus 

with the hysterical 
BOBBY COLLINS! 

7pm. $25pp.

Oct. 17
Warwick Knights of Columbus, 

The Legends of 
Boston Comedy! 

LENNY CLARKE, DON GAVIN, 
& STEVE SWEENEY!

 7pm. $25pp. 

Nov. 10 Savini's Pomodoro 
Italian Kitchen and Bar in 

Woonsocket RI. 
From "America's Got Talent" 

TOM COTTER! 
& From "Last Comic Standing" 

JIMMY SHUBERT! 
7:30pm. $25pp.

 This show is the night before 
Veterans Day. 

Nov. 13
Warwick Knights of Columbus 

with RI's own 
Italian rapper 
BOBBY 

BRACIOLA'S 
induction into the 

RI Comedy Hall of Fame! 
7pm. $25pp.

Nov. 14 at 
Warwick Knights of Columbus 
LENNY CLARKE 

& JIMMY 
SHUBERT! 

7pm. $25pp.

UPCOMING COMEDY 
SHOWS:

FOR  RESERVATIONS 
call 401-639-7726!

Comedians available 
for restaurants, parties, 

fundraisers, & more! 
Call 401-639-7726!
comedyfactoryri.com 

Our $200 
6 week 

Comedy Course 
starts on 
Sept. 20! 

By RORY SCHULER

For years, residents in 
states south of New Eng-
land have been on a mis-
sion to squash the spotted 
lanternfly (SLF).

For the first time, the 
winged pest has flown, 
or hitchhiked, its way to 
Rhode Island; a single de-
structive critter has been 
spotted in Warwick.

The Department of En-
vironmental Management 
(DEM) announced this 
week that the SLF, “an ex-
otic pest that targets vari-
ous plants and trees, has 
been detected for the first 
time in Rhode Island.”

“Native to Asia, SLF is 
most commonly associ-
ated with ‘Tree of Heav-
en’ (Ailanthus altissima) 
plants and also feeds on a 
wide variety of agricultur-
al crops such as grape, ap-
ple and hops; and several 
native species of plants 
and trees including ma-
ple, walnut and willow,” 
according to the DEM. 

The DEM circulated 
a press release Monday 
warning residents to 
watch out for the insect.

“A single SLF was 
found in an industrial/
commercial area in War-
wick near Jefferson Blvd. 
and a photo of the insect 
was sent to DEM through 
its online agricultural pest 
alert system,” accord-
ing to the press release. 
“DEM’s Division of Ag-
riculture confirmed the 
sighting on Aug. 2 and is 
asking the public to report 
any suspected sightings.”

Residents can report 
sightings online.

“No known population 
of SLF is currently present 
in this area,” according to 
the DEM. “DEM will be 
conducting an extensive 
survey of the area based 
on US Department of Ag-
riculture (USDA) recom-
mendations to determine 
if there is any further pres-
ence of the invasive insect 
and will be providing out-
reach materials to busi-
nesses in the area.”

For years, the pest has 
been spotted in a hand-
ful of Mid-Atlantic states, 
originating in Pennsyl-
vania, and spreading to 
New Jersey, Maryland, 
Delaware, and Virginia 
(with isolated single spot-
ted sightings in New York, 
Connecticut and Massa-
chusetts). 

“In Rhode Island, more 
than 800 acres of agri-
cultural lands including 
vineyards, orchards and 
berry farms are at risk of 
being infested with SLF, 
so it’s critical that we take 

the necessary steps to de-
tect and stop the spread of 
this invasive pest, particu-
larly since it has now been 
found in our state,” said 
Cynthia Kwolek, senior 
environmental planner 
and RI CAPS state survey 
coordinator in DEM’s Di-
vision of Agriculture. 

In an effort to combat 
the introduction of SLF 
to the New England land-
scape, in 2019, the DEM 
partnered with the Uni-
versity of Rhode Island 
(URI), conducting a state-
wide survey of local vine-
yards and areas with large 
populations of “Tree of 
Heaven” plants.

“Earlier this year and 
also in 2020, DEM and 
URI held a series of public 
workshops to help mu-
nicipalities, the grower in-
dustry, and residents pre-
pare for and respond to 
this invasive pest, should 
it be detected in the state,” 
according to the DEM 
press release. 

The SLF is a unique in-
sect, easily distinguish-
able from native moths.

“In addition to its spot-
ted patterning, the adult 
SLF’s unique colors fea-
ture scarlet underwings, 
yellow markings on the 
abdomen, and tan semi-
transparent forewings,” 
according to the DEM. 
“Adult lanternflies are 
about an inch long and are 
active from August until 
the first hard freeze, which 
typically occurs from late 
October into November.”

It is possible that the 
sample spotted in War-
wick hitched a ride to the 
Ocean State, according to 
DEM scientists. 

“Although SLF can 
fly distances on its own, 
these pests are excellent 
hitch hikers and mainly 
spread through human 
movement,” according to 
the agency. “Their incon-
spicuous egg masses can 
be laid on pallets, vehicles 
and other goods, so it is 
important to inspect ship-
ping materials and adhere 
to travel restrictions when 
moving through areas 
that are under quarantine 
for SLF.”

The Rhode Island DEM 
offered the following tips 
to help stop the spread of 
SLF: 

• Inspect firewood, ve-
hicles, outdoor furniture, 
and camping gear for 
egg masses, nymphs, and 
adults.

• If you visit states with 
SLF, check all your gear 
and equipment before 
leaving and scrape off any 
egg masses.

According to the DEM, 

the species was first de-
tected in Pennsylvania 
in 2014 and has quickly 
spread through surround-
ing states.

“An invasive plant-
hopper that is currently 
infesting portions of the 
mid-Atlantic region of the 
United States, SLF has es-
tablished populations in 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
Maryland, Delaware, and 
Virginia with individual 
finds in New York, Con-
necticut and Massachu-
setts,” according to a DEM 
press release. “In Pennsyl-
vania, where the pest has 
been spreading for over 
six years, there has been 
significant yield loss in 
vineyards and the insect 
has become a public nui-
sance.” 

In Pennsylvania, state 
environmental officials 
recommended residents 
kill the insect when sight-
ed.

“Since no SLF speci-
mens have been submit-
ted to or found by DEM in 
RI, we are asking the pub-
lic, in addition to submit-
ting photos and reporting 
the location of suspected 
sightings in RI using the 
online SLF reporting tool, 
to capture a specimen if 
possible for identification 
by DEM,” according to 
Gail Mastrati, Rhode Is-
land DEM spokeswoman.

“Specimens should be 
enclosed in a container 
and frozen. Guidance 
from Pennsylvania  for 
killing SLF is based on the 
existence of established 
populations of SLF there.”

So far, at the time of this 
report, only one suspect 
insect had been discov-
ered in the Ocean State.

“Besides the report of a 
single adult SLF, no popu-
lation has been found and 
reported in RI,” Mastrati 
said. 

The SLF is similar to 
other invasive species, be-
cause it can lead to crop 
and tree damage. The in-
sect has different charac-
teristics, however, which 
make its destruction 
unique.

“ All stages of SLF feed 
on and can stress certain 
plants and trees,” Mas-
trati explained. “Life 
stages of the SLF, a plant 
hopper bug, are egg, 
nymph and adult. They 
are not caterpillars and 
not moths.”

 Winged adult SLF can 
fly, so may be found in 
any location, laying eggs 
on outdoor objects, or 
feeding on host plants, 
whereas wingless nymphs 
would be found feeding 
on host plants.”

Spotted lanternfly spotted in RI

SPOTTED: 
The spotted 
lanternfly has 
a spotted 
pattern, on 
its wings. An 
adult SLF 
has unique 
colors, includ-
ing scarlet 
underwings 
and yellow 
markings on 
the abdomen. 
(Photo cour-
tesy RI DEM)
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S

BENCH WARRANT
At 5 p.m. on July 24, 

Johnston Police Officer 
Thomas Santurri ob-
served a maroon Lexus 
pass his fixed post at 1072 
Plainfield St., but “did 
not observe the operator 
wearing his seatbelt.”

Santurri detained the 
vehicle in the area of 1156 
Plainfield St. and made 
contact with the driver, 
who was identified as 
Ritchie Abellard, of 29 
March St., Apt. J., Provi-
dence.

After checking the 
Rhode Island Law En-
forcement Telecommuni-
cations System, Santurri 
discovered Abellard had 
an active Third District 
Court bench warrant. The 
original charge was Driv-
ing with a Suspended/
Revoked License from the 
North Providence Police, 
according to the police in-
cident report. 

Abellard was taken into 
custody and transported 
to headquarters where he 
was processed and held 
pending arraignment. 

Abellard’s car was 
towed from the scene, and 
searched. The search “did 
not result in any items 
of value or contraband,” 
Santurri wrote in the re-
port. 

Abellard was issued a 
Rhode Island Traffic Tri-
bunal Court Summons for 
not wearing his seatbelt.

On Saturday, July 24, 
Abellard was arraigned. 
He paid $100 cash to cov-
er the $1,000 surety bail 
that had been set on the 
warrant and was released 
with a new pre-trial con-
ference date of Aug. 19 in 
Third District Court.

VEHICLE FRAUD
At approximately 9:51 

a.m., on July 20, Rhode 
Island State Police trans-
ported Calnisha Scurry, 
of 45 Salmon Ave., Apt. 
202, Providence, to John-
ston Police Headquarters 
in reference to an active 
Johnston Police arrest 
warrant for Obtaining Ve-
hicles with Intent to De-
fraud. 

Johnston Police Officer 
Manuel Perez searched 
Scurry and placed her 
in cell No. 4. Scurry was 
later released with a Third 
District Court summons.

The warrant stemmed 
from an incident report-
ed at 11 a.m., on Jan. 14, 
when Johnston Police Of-
ficer Thomas Santurri was 
dispatched to Enterprise 
Rent-a-Car, 1674 Hartford 
Ave., for the report of an 
overdue rental. 

The Enterprise manager 
told Santurri that Scurry 
rented a 2019 white Ford 
Fusion with Massachu-
setts plates, but the vehi-
cle was not returned.

The manager told police 
that the business made 
multiple attempts to make 
contact with Scurry, but 
were unsuccessful. The 
case was forwarded to the 
Detective Bureau for fur-
ther investigation.

On Jan. 14, a Provi-
dence Police dispatcher 
informed Johnston Po-
lice that their department 
had recovered a vehicle 
matching the description 

of the rental agency car.
The car was found in 

the area of Warren Street 
and Elmwood Avenue 
by Fleet Services, a re-
possession and towing 
contractor for Enterprise 
Rent-a-Car. The vehicle 
was found without keys, 
parked and unattended. 
Police said the vehicle had 
no damage and still had 
both plates affixed. 

VEHICLE FRAUD
Around 11:30 a.m., July 

20, Johnston Police Of-
ficer Manuel Perez was 
dispatched to Enterprise 
Rent-a-Car, 1674 Hartford 
Ave., for the report of an 
overdue rental. 

The Enterprise manager 
told police that he rented 
a 2021 Toyota Tacoma 
with Massachusetts plates 
to a woman, identified as 
Leah M. Fiocco, 37 Lafay-
ette St., Johnston, on June 
29.

The manager told police 
that Fiocco had last made 
a payment for the vehicle 
on July 1, but had failed to 
make any follow-up pay-
ments or return the vehi-
cle after that date, accord-
ing to the police report.

The manager said that 
he attempted to contact 
Fiocco several times but 
was unsuccessful. Police 
tried Fiocco’s landline 
telephone but were also 
unable to contact Fiocco. 

The Enterprise man-
ager told police that he 
wished to pursue criminal 
charges against Fiocco. 
The case was forwarded 
to the Detective Division 
for follow-up.

An arrest warrant was 
issued.

Around 8:45 a.m., on 
July 23, Johnston Police 
Officer Arthur Petteruti 
was advised that the 
Providence Police Depart-
ment located the vehicle 
in the city at 5:56 p.m. on 
July 22.

On July 27, Johnston 
Police responded to 37 
Lafayette St. and appre-
hended Fiocco on the 
outstanding warrant for 
Obtaining Vehicles with 
Intent to Defraud. Fiocco 
was advised of her rights, 
transported back to head-
quarters and held pend-
ing arraignment. 

Johnston Police Detec-
tive Thomas M. Dwyer 
said Fiocco was “for-
warded the opportunity 
to speak with this detec-
tive regarding this inci-
dent however refused to 
do so.”

SHOPLIFTING
At 2:15 p.m., on July 

26, Johnston Police Of-
ficer Adam M. Parkinson 
responded to Home De-
pot, 100 Stone Hill Drive, 
in reference to a report of 
shoplifting. Dispatch told 
Parkinson that a carload 
of suspects exited the 
parking lot in an older 
model green Honda Ac-
cord with dark window 
tint.

While en route to Home 
Depot, another Johnston 
Police officer reported 
that he observed the ve-
hicle driving eastbound 
down Stone Hill Drive. 
The vehicle was pulled 
over at 1379 Atwood Av-

enue, near the entrance 
to Taco Bell, after it was 
slowed by heavy traffic.

The driver, Stacie Ro-
driguez, of 374 Ash St., 
Brockton, was removed 
from the vehicle, and po-
lice began their investiga-
tion, according to the po-
lice incident report. 

Johnston Police spoke 
to a loss prevention offi-
cer at the store, who told 
him that a young female 
wearing striped shorts at-
tempted to steal a cartload 
of merchandise, includ-
ing assorted Makita and 
Dewalt tools, by exiting 
through the garden en-
trance, according to the 
police report.

The suspect pushed the 
merchandise through the 
entrance/exit and past the 
point of purchase without 
making any effort to pay, 
police said.

The store loss preven-
tion officer confronted 
the woman and asked 
about a purchase receipt, 
but the woman abruptly 
abandoned the carriage 
containing the merchan-
dise and sprinted to an 
awaiting vehicle, the 
green Honda Accord, po-
lice said.

Rodriguez was later re-
turned to the store for a 
“show-up” at which time 
the loss prevention officer 
positively identified her 
as the suspect in question.

The loss prevention of-
ficer told police that she 
immediately recognized 
Rodriguez, because “she’s 
shoplifted in the past,” 
according to the police re-
port.

During the July 26 inci-
dent, however, Rodriguez 
allegedly stole a Makita 
Trimmer (valued at $298), 
a Makita Trim Kit (valued 
at $299), a Makita Circular 
Saw (valued at $269), and 
Miracle Grow ($9.98).

Photos from past-
alleged shoplifting at-
tempts, including a July 
23 incident, were also pro-
vided to police.

The loss prevention of-
ficer told police she would 
like to press criminal 
charges.

Rodriguez was taken 
into custody for misde-
meanor shoplifting and 
transported to Johnston 
Police Headquarters, ac-
cording to the police re-
port. Police said Rodri-
guez has six prior arrests, 
according to a Bureau of 
Criminal Identification 
background check. 

Rodriguez was ar-
raigned and released on 
$1,000 personal recog-
nizance with a District 
Court date to appear on 
Oct. 4. 

ASSAULT ON A  
POLICE OFFICER

Around 4:22 p.m., July 
18, several Johnston Po-
lice officers responded to 
20 Park St. for the report 
of a violation of a no con-
tact order. Upon arrival, 
police were informed that 
the alleged suspect had 
contacted a protected par-
ty with a no contact order 
in place. 

The victim told police 
that the suspect, identi-
fied as Devan Richard 
Tallo, of 20 Park St., Apt. 

125, Johnston, ran toward 
Atwood Avenue wearing 
a white T-shirt and dark 
colored shorts. 

While searching the 
area for Tallo, Police Of-
ficer Nicholas A. Manoc-
chio spotted him walking 
south on Rachela Street 
toward the parking lot at 
1573 Plainfield St.

Manocchio parked his 
cruiser in the parking lot 
and exited the vehicle.

He told Tallo to put 
down his beer bottle and 
place his hands on the 
cruiser. Tallo complied 
with his order, and as 
Manocchio took control 
of both of Tallo’s arms, in 
an attempt to place him 
under arrest, “he began 
to pull away from me,” 
Manocchio wrote in the 
police incident report.

“I calmly told Mr. Tallo 
to not resist and that he 
was under arrest,” Man-
occhio wrote in the police 
report. “Mr. Tallo then 
attempted to aggres-
sively pull his arms away 
from me. At this time, I 
wrestled Mr. Tallo to the 
ground in order to [make] 
the arrest. Mr. Tallo began 
to wrestle with me on the 
ground while I repeatedly 
told him to stop resist-
ing.”

Other officers arrived 
on the scene moments 
later. They offered assis-
tance. 

“Mr. Tallo continued to 
violently resist arrest, un-
til we were able to forcibly 
secure him in handcuffs,” 
Manocchio wrote in the 
police report. “It should 
be noted that I sustained 
a minor abrasion on my 
left forearm and minor 
scratches behind my head 
from Mr. Tallo’s hands 
during this incident.”

Tallo was cuffed. Police 
checked on Tallo’s health, 
and he verbally confirmed 
that he was in good 
health, Manocchio wrote 
in the police report.”

Manocchio said he no-
ticed minor abrasions on 
Tallo’s head, arms, knees 
and back, according to the 
police report. 

Manocchio read Tallo 
his rights and then trans-

ported him to Johnston 
Police Headquarters.

Johston Fire Depart-
ment personnel respond-
ed to the police depart-
ment to treat Tallo for his 
injuries. Tallo signed a 
medical waiver from with 
the Fire Department. Tallo 
was processed without 
further incident and se-
cured in cell No. 3. 

Tallo was charged with 
Violation of a No Contact 
Order, three counts of 
Simple Assault or Battery 
on a Police Officer and a 
count of Resisting Arrest, 
all misdemeanors.

BENCH WARRANT
Around 10 p.m., on July 

1, while at a fixed post at 
the intersection of Lead-
ing and Laurel streets, 
Johnston Police Officer 
Thomas Santurri observed 
a white Volkswagen with 
Rhode Island plates alleg-
edly fail to stop at the stop 
sign.

Santurri detained the 
vehicle in the area of 16 
Leading St., and made 
contact with the driver, 
identified as Angel E. Toj, 
of 68 Glenbridge Ave., 
Providence.

A check with the Rhode 
Island Law Enforcement 
Telecommunications Sys-
tem (RILETS) revealed 
Toj had an active Superior 
Court full bench warrant 
for carrying a pistol with-
out a license, out of the 
Providence Police Depart-
ment. 

Toj was placed under 
arrest, secured in hand-
cuffs and transported to 
Johnston Police Head-
quarters. 

He was processed and 
held pending arraign-
ment.

DMV files also revealed 
that Toj had a suspended 
driver’s license, for failure 
to appear in court on June 
4. 

Toj was issued a District 
Court Notice to Appear 
for Driving with Sus-
pended License, Second 
Offense, with a manda-
tory court date of Oct. 4. 

Toj signed and ac-
knowledged the form, 
and was also issued a 

Johnston Municipal Court 
Summons for Obedience 
to Stop Sign.

The vehicle was towed 
from the scene, searched, 
and no items or value or 
contraband were located, 
Santurri wrote in the po-
lice report. 

Toj was held pending 
transport to the ACI In-
take Center.

***

Around 5:30 p.m., June 
29, while on a fixed post at 
525 Killingly St., Johnston 
Police Officer Thomas 
Santurri observed a sil-
ver Chevrolet Cobalt with 
Rhode Island plates travel 
south on Killingly Street 
past his location. 

As the car passed by, 
Santurri wrote in the po-
lice incident report that he 
“did not observe the oper-
ator wearing his seatbelt.”

Santurri detained the 
vehicle in the area of 504 
Killingly St. and made 
contact with the driver, 
identified as Michael R. 
Beaumier, of 194 Dora St., 
Providence.

A check with RILETS 
revealed Beaumier had 
two active bench warrants 
from Providence Superior 
Court.

The warrants stemmed 
from two different police 
departments. The first 
warrant was for a charge 
of Possession of Sched-
ule 1, from the Warwick 
Police Department; the 
second warrant was for 
a Manufacturing/De-
livery/Possession with 
intent to Deliver charge 
form the Providence Po-
lice Department, Santurri 
wrote in the police report. 

Beaumier was then 
taken into custody, trans-
ported to Police Head-
quarters, processed and 
later transported to the 
ACI Men’s Intake.

Beaumier’s vehicle was 
towed from the scene, 
searched and no contra-
band was found, accord-
ing to the police report. 

Beaumier was also is-
sued a Johnston Munici-
pal Court Summons for 
not wearing his seatbelt. 

Johnston Police Log
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By TARA MONASTESSE

While everyday life for many has 
seemingly returned to normal in the 
wake of the pandemic, the increased 
demand for medical equipment 
hasn’t slowed down.

That’s why the Robert J. Allen Ma-
sonic Medical Distribution Center, 
located on Long Street at the Masonic 
Youth Park’s second entrance gate, 
has seen its dedicated group of vol-
unteers maintain their hard efforts to 
keep up with the pace.

“There are more demands for our 
service than ever in the past,” said 
George Donahue, current acting direc-
tor of the center since 2017. “There are 
times where we just get inundated.”

Every Friday from 9 a.m. to noon, 
the center opens its doors to provide 
medical equipment free of charge to 
anyone who needs it on a first-come, 
first-serve basis, no questions asked. 
During this time, community mem-
bers can show up freely to access a va-
riety of equipment including wheel-
chairs, canes, shower seats, transport 
chairs, walkers and more. The equip-
ment, provided entirely through do-
nations, has seen high demand since 
the pandemic hit in March of 2020. 
Before then, the demand for medical 
beds was low, but Donahue says that 
virtually all of them are currently be-
ing used. While providing a ballpark 
figure for the center’s weekly traffic 
is difficult, Donahue asserted that the 
slack times were much less common 
than the busy times.

During that same Friday morning 
timeframe, the center is open to do-
nations of equipment by drop-off, no 
appointment necessary. Equipment is 
often provided when surgery patients 

have recovered and no longer have 
a use for it, and is borrowed and re-
turned on a regular basis. It is through 
these donations that the center has 
thrived, expanding its offerings to 
provide a large variety of mobility 
aids for no cost.

“This service is open to all. Any 
and all can use our facilities, free of 
charge,” said Donahue.

Volunteers for the program, all 
members of the Masonic Grand 
Lodge of Rhode Island, are frequently 
retired and serve on a part-time ba-
sis. During their time at the center on 
Friday mornings, they work to match 
new arrivals with equipment and 
demonstrate how to use it safely. In re-
cent years, the only time the program 
hasn’t operated was when Christmas 
or New Year’s Day happened to fall 
on a Friday. Otherwise, the medical 
center remains open year round.

Robert J. Allen, who founded the 
program in 2002, says that the core 
group of volunteers who work with 
the center is “pretty smart on it” when 
it comes to their assistance.

“We thought it was the right thing 
to do,” said Allen. “A lot of people 
couldn’t afford it, and they should live 
with dignity. We charge nothing for 
whatever we loan.”

While he has stepped back as di-
rector, Allen still volunteers regularly 
at the center. He says that, while the 
scope of the project has expanded in 
the last few decades, the mission stays 
the same – to provide quality medical 
equipment to those in need who may 
not be able to otherwise afford it.

Allen, who was a structural engi-
neer for the new Jamestown Bridge, 
not only has a passion to help people 
but the tools to put the program to-

gether. As the Grand Master of the 
State Grand Lodge at the time, he 
advanced the concept of accepting 
donations of used medical equip-
ment, repairing it if needed and mak-
ing it available at no charge to those 
needing it. What he learned is that 
although insurance covers the cost 
of some equipment, it leaves patients 
with having to open their wallets.

Initially, the center operated from 
tight quarters at the Masonic park 
and was open weekdays, but Allen 
learned that was difficult. He de-
signed a mezzanine to accommodate 
donations, but that, too, was confined. 
Operations were moved to the ga-
rage/warehouse were they are today.

The center depends on donations.
“We don’t buy a thing; we don’t ask 

anyone for a nickel,” said Allen.
For a while, the center accepted mo-

torized scooters. Donahue explained 
repairs to the scooters can be compli-
cated. That’s now left to professionals.

While the center’s services remain 
in high demand due to the pandemic, 
Allen feels good about how they’ve 
persevered through the more intense 
phases.

“We made it. I think we made it 
through it,” he said.

Allen believes we should all live in 
dignity.

“It’s not a question of who we are, 
we’re all brothers,” he said.

The center accepts donations of vir-
tually any equipment, save for stair 
lifts and electric scooters. For ques-
tions about accessing the center or 
providing a donation, those interested 
may contact the center at (401) 435-
4650 for office or (401) 451-0184 for 
cell, as well as grandlodge@rimasons.
org.

Giving medical equipment a second life and 
those who need it dignity & independence

By JON ANDERSON
Special to the Sun Rise

For the week of Aug. 16-20, the library is making 
about twice as many books available for our ongoing 
book sale, as we roughly sort a generous supply of do-
nated books, now buried in a heap of boxes taking up 
space in our meeting room.

There are more than the usual number of bestselling 
books in excellent condition, paperback literary clas-
sics, children’s and coffee table books.  

Our library holds about 50,000 books, and is full. 
People want to read what’s new. If a book is in good 
condition but sits unused, maybe it can speak to some-
one in a new home.  If you own it you can get spaghetti 
on it. Or fill the margins with your own thoughts.

In days past, book sales were big social events. The 
Friends of the Library put tables and tents outside dur-
ing the weekend of the Apple Fest and other times in 
hopes that the cars coming up from the park would stop.

It was an extra opportunity for Friends to talk up 
plans to build the new library building, which is now 
in its eleventh year.  The Library got support and we 
got to know people.

That kind of event requires a lot of help. The ongoing 
sale has been an easier way to offer books every day, 
and it’s appreciated. 

The prices are so low you can’t call it a business. But 
it’s still the Friends’ major fundraiser, and has made 
many extra programs happen. And it puts more books 
in people’s hands.

When we can make thousands of books newly visi-
ble, it’s exciting. If you’re looking for a particular thing, 
you have to dig. But book sales can be a time for one 
of my favorite aspects of libraries. By accident you find 
something special to you.

Editor’s Note: Jon Anderson serves as the Marian J. 
Mohr Memorial Library Director. Watch for his column 
weekly in the Johnston Sun Rise.

FROM THE JOHNSTON LIBRARY

‘If you own it you can 
get spaghetti on it’
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GOOD FOOD AND DRINK

HILL’S TAVERN 
& GRILL

Live Music Daily 6 Days a Week

417 Putnam Pike, Chepachet, RI (401)349-5512

Saturday – September 18 
2pm – 7 pm    Gates open at 1

 
Tickets $20.00  each

Saturday – August 14 
2 pm – 7 pm    Gates open at 1   

Rob Benton    
 Tickets $10.00  each

Saturday – August 28     
2 pm – 7 pm   Gates open at 1

JAMES MONTGOMERY    
Tickets  $15.00  each

p p p
r 118888The Johnston Police De-

partment continues to meet 
and exceed the rigorous 
national accreditation stan-
dards of the Commission 
on Accreditation for Law 
Enforcement Agencies (CA-
LEA), and recently earned 
reaccreditation from the 
agency. 

The reaccreditation distin-
guishes the department as 
having met the highest law 
enforcement standards of 
conduct and service while 
maintaining a commitment 
to achieve professional ex-
cellence by using best prac-
tices. 

“I am proud of the men 
and women of the John-
ston Police Department 
who have wholeheartedly 
accepted the accreditation 
process and the rigors asso-
ciated with it,” said Johnston 
Police Chief Joseph Razza. 
“Accreditation is just an-
other validation that we will 
continue to provide the most 
current and professional po-
lice services to this commu-
nity.” 

The department’s reac-
creditation award places the 
organization in an elite class 
of law enforcement agencies. 
The initiative is a testament 
to the professionalism and 
commitment of Johnston’s 
police officers to public ser-
vice and increased account-
ability.

CALEA is a credential-
ing authority composed of 
associations such as the In-
ternational Association of 
Chiefs of Police, the National 
Organization of Black Law 
Enforcement Executives, the 
National Sheriffs’ Associa-
tion, and the Police Execu-
tive Research Forum. 

Accreditation from 
the commission is highly 
sought after by police 
departments across the 
country. It is a continuous 
process and requires all de-
partment files to remain up-
dated and ready for annual 
compliance reviews. The 
commission allows public 
safety agencies to voluntari-
ly meet an established set 
of hundreds of professional 
standards. 

Those standards require 
the department to maintain 
written directives that define 
authority, performance, and 

responsibilities, be subject 
to independent reviews by 
subject matter experts, and 
to expand community rela-
tionship-building, among 
other assessment measures. 

Johnston’s accreditation 
process was spearheaded 
by Captain Matthew Ben-
son, who serves as accredi-
tation manager and the 
commander of the depart-
ment’s operations and train-
ing division.

“Accreditation is an ex-
tremely prestigious desig-
nation, it demonstrates a 
commitment to excellence 
that only a small percentage 
of police agencies nation-
wide ascend to. We are ex-
tremely fortunate in Rhode 
Island to have such a strong 
accreditation program with 
the Rhode Island Police 
Accreditation Commission 
(RIPAC) as it truly prepares 
our agencies for the rigor 
that CALEA presents,” said 
Benson. “Assessors from 
across the country marvel at 
the example Rhode Island 
agencies set as leaders in po-
licing best practice, and I’m 
proud to be a member of 
the Johnston Police Depart-
ment, with the substantial 
role we hold in that reputa-
tion.”

The Johnston Police De-
partment first received CA-
LEA accreditation in 2017, 
which remains in effect for 
four years. The accreditation 
process is labor intensive, re-
quiring months of prepara-
tion that included providing 
proofs of compliance to stan-
dards in the form of records, 
video and audio recordings, 
and inspections. 

While previous years saw 
the department undergo 
on-site assessments con-
ducted by an independent 
and experienced team of 
assessors from CALEA, the 
recent pandemic presented 
unforeseen challenges in the 
accreditation process.   

“The new remote assess-
ment model presented some 
interesting challenges and 
logistical obstacles, but the 
department was well pre-
pared and staunchly sup-
ported by the town in order 
to succeed. We received tre-
mendous feedback from the 
assessment team, not just for 
what we presented for com-

pliance verification, but also 
for the creativity in how we 
presented it,” said Benson. 
“A YouTube video tour of 
the station was provided to 
the assessment team in lieu 
of a walking tour, along with 
virtual “press conference-
like” interviews of necessary 
stakeholders and commu-
nity partners as examples. It 
was really well received and 
appreciated by the assess-
ment team.”

In addition to the CALEA 
accreditation, the Johnston 
Police Department earned 
Rhode Island accreditation 
through the RIPAC in 2015, 
and has maintained that 
status ever since. Captain 
Benson, who also serves 
as a member of the RIPAC 
Commission and as an 
assessor of police depart-
ments throughout the state, 
was recently named as As-
sessor of the Year by RIPAC. 
The captain is also an as-
sessor for CALEA and has 
completed several assess-
ments of agencies around 
the country from Maryland 
to Illinois.

“I am very fortunate to 
have been afforded the op-
portunity to be an asses-
sor for both RIPAC and 
CALEA, and to work with 
some of the best law en-
forcement and municipal 
leaders this state and coun-
try have to offer,” said Ben-
son. “I truly believe that my 
travels have afforded our 
department with a tremen-
dous advantage in both 
programmatic accreditation 
compliance and operational 
best practices.”

Such accreditation ben-
efits the town of Johnston 
in terms of liability.  The 
scrutiny that the depart-
ment faced ensures that the 
agency is operating using 
best practices governed by 
industry standard policies. 
The department has once 
again proved, by way of 
external review and assess-
ment, that it operates to the 
highest standards.  

“The citizens of John-
ston should know that their 
police department is and 
always will be held to the 
highest standard possible 
and maintaining accredita-
tion is evidence of that com-
mitment,” said Razza. 

Johnston Police Department 
earns national reaccreditation 

PRESTIGIOUS AWARD: The Johnston Police Department recently celebrated re-
accreditation from the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies 
(CALEA). The award confirms that the department operates to the highest law en-
forcement standards. Pictured are Major Matthew LeDuc, Deputy Chief Mark Vieira, 
Chief Joseph Razza, Captain Matthew Benson, Major Thomas Dolan, and Captain 
Joseph Salvadore. (Submitted photo)
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CLUES ACROSS
  1.  Calls balls and strikes
  4.  Turkish offi cer
  9.  Repaired shoe
 14.  Grass genus
 15.  Small, sealed vial
 16.  Primp
 17.  Immoral act
 18.  A tool to communicate
 20.  Crumbles away
 22.  Egg-like
 23.  Districts (abbr.)
 24.  Dressed
 28.  Small island (British)
 29.  Dialect of Chinese
 30.  Force unit
 31.  Borderlines
 33.  Norse gods
 37.  Morning
 38.  Fiddler crabs
 39.  Tell a story
 41.  Consumed
 42.  Atomic #58
 43.  About old Norse poems
 44.  Fencing swords
 46.  One-time Tigers third baseman
 49.  Southpaw (abbr.)
 50.  Neither

 51.  Conversations
 55.  Distinctive manner or pronunciation
 58.  Cyprinids
 59.  Appropriate to a festival
 60.  Pearl Jam frontman
 64.  Wrath
 65.  Italian city
 66.  A way to get there
 67.  A nose or snout
 68.  German seaport
 69.  A horse for riding
 70.  Airline representative (abbr.)

CLUES DOWN
  1.  Unhappy
  2.  Silk fabric
  3.  Unbroken view of a region
  4.  Middle Eastern territory
  5.  __ and Andy, TV show
  6.  Central processing unit
  7.  Department of Housing and Urban 

Development
  8.  Midcentury newspaper columnist
  9.  Weapon
 10.  Delivered a speech
 11.  Probably going to happen
 12.  Midway between northeast and 

east

 13.  Danish krone
 19.  Synthetic resin (abbr.)
 21.  Fall slowly in drops
 24.  Bestow an honor upon
 25.  Childishly silly
 26.  Related on the mother’s side
 27.  Populations of related plants
 31.  Coherent
 32.  Tribe of ancient Britons
 34.  Financial fi rm Goldman __
 35.  Stephen King thriller
 36.  Went in again 
 40.  Commercial
 41.  Poking holes in the ground
 45.  Prisoners of war
 47.  Pursued pleasure
 48.  “Seinfeld” character
 52.  Body of water
 53.  Hovering vehicle (abbr.)
 54.  People who utilize
 56.  Nostrils
 57.  Inner mass of some fungi
 59.  Honor lavishly
 60.  Midway between east and 

southeast
 61.  Turn down
 62.  Small round mark
 63.  Expected at a certain time

By RORY SCHULER

Amy Dixon has been fol-
lowing “Project Schooner” 
as closely as most Johnston 
residents.

The development, likely 
to become a giant Amazon 
distribution center, popped 
up before the Johnston 
Planning Board in late win-
ter. 

Last month, the Plan-
ning Board gave the proj-
ect another green light, 
accepting the preliminary 
plan pitched by applicant 
Bluewater Property Group.

And soon, only if the 
company wants a tax in-
centive plan, the project 
might appear before John-
ston Town Council.

But it might not. Accord-
ing to Town Council Presi-
dent Robert Russo and 
Assistant Town Solicitor 
Dylan Conley, “Schooner” 
could start construction 
tomorrow, if they want to 
pay the same tax rate as ev-

ery other business in town.
Dixon scored a spot on 

Tuesday night’s Town 
Council agenda, filing a 
timely request with the 
town clerk prior to pub-
lication of the meeting’s 
agenda.

She arrived with a long 
list of questions. Over 
about 20 minutes, she 
made her case, seeking 
more information on the 
project, as Russo, Conley 
and Town Council Vice 
President Joseph Polisena 
Jr. took turns responding.

“I’ve been unsuccessful 
in my efforts to obtain any 
meaningful data regard-
ing ‘Project Schooner’ de-
spite repeated attempts,” 
Dixon said. “Responses I 
have received so far are: ‘I 
don’t know,’ ‘I can’t say’ or 
‘I don’t have that informa-
tion.’”

District 2 Town Council 
Member Lauren Garzone 
directed Dixon to a John-
ston Sun Rise article titled 

“Mayor: Project promises 
‘financial stability,’” pub-
lished July 30, which fea-
tured an interview with 
Johnston Mayor Joseph M. 
Polisena, and explored the 
project’s potential, yet in-
cluded few concrete details 
(the mayor wouldn’t con-
firm whether Amazon was 
the company proposing 
the six-story retail distribu-
tion facility, but promised 
the deal would be “very 
lucrative” for the town).

Dixon read the article, 
one of several published 
on the project. Like most 
attempted summations of 
the massive development 
proposed for construction 
near the intersection of 
routes 6 and 295, she found 
many details lacking. Dix-
on still had questions.

Town Council members 
said Tuesday night that 
they also don’t have most 
of the answers to Dixon’s 
questions. They assured 
her, however, that when 

the details are available, 
they will be shared with 
the public. 

“So, I read the article 
and here is my takeaway,” 
Dixon told Town Coun-
cil Tuesday night. “There 
is no timeline or details, 
documents aren’t in, it will 
unravel quickly, it’s a great 
deal but there are no spe-
cifics, the company name 
cannot be released at this 
time and neither can the 
tax structure, no mention 
of environmental or traffic 
studies and who ordered 
them, no firm numbers on 
jobs or what kinds, and no 
commitment to union la-
bor.”

Russo and Polisena 
Jr. pointed to traffic and 
environmental studies 
available on the Planning 
Board’s website. The other 
questions, however, hung 
in the air.

“Hardly a treasure trove 
of information,” Dixon 
said. “In fact, I now have 
more questions than I did 
before, but I was told that 
there would be no future 
public forum on this topic. 
That is why I’m standing 
here tonight and it’s the 
last thing I have time for, 
which is why I entrusted 
this council to responsibly 
handle important decisions 
regarding the community.”

Although the Planning 
Board did thoroughly ex-
amine thousands of pages 
of documents related to the 
project, they only deter-
mined whether the project 
fit the letter of local zoning 
and planning laws. And 
several times during the 
July 20 public hearing be-
fore the Planning Board, 
Chairman John Laurito 
referred critical questions 
asked by members of the 
public to the Town Coun-
cil.

“As a businesswoman, 
I can confidently say that 
I’ve never entered into any 
agreement simply relying 
on the word of another,” 
Dixon told the board. “I 
need to know pertinent de-
tails of the deal and then, 
subsequently, see it formal-
ized in writing.”

Dixon presented a list of 
controversial town devel-
opment projects, including 
the Central Landfill.

“In this case, that feeling 
is amplified when none of 
the prior town deals have 
ever had a significantly 
positive impact on my life 
or even lowered my taxes,” 
Dixon told the council. 
“The lack of transparency 
about this deal and the po-
tential lack of representa-
tion from this council begs 

the question, can we trust 
you?”

Johnston residents do 
get free trash pick-up for 
hosting the landfill. The 
landfill will eventually 
close, however, and some 
town officials have said 
they hope Amazon may 
help fill the town’s future 
financial gap.

Dixon said she looked 
up the definition of a town 
council, and she read what 
she found aloud: “Specifi-
cally, Councils are required 
to: act as a representative, 
as informed and responsi-
ble decision-makers in the 
interests of its community.”

Town Council has yet 
to take a single vote on 
“Project Schooner.” Russo 
almost slipped when ref-
erencing the project on 
Tuesday night, beginning 
the word “Amazon,” but 
cutting himself short to 
use the only approved 
code word for the project: 
“Schooner.”

“Now there is no formal 
qualification to be a Town 
Council member,” Dixon 
said. “You are inserted into 
that position under the no-
tion that you will properly 
serve the very people who 
put you there.”

Russo stopped Dixon 
to question her criticism 
of past developments in 
town. 

“What other municipal-
ity in Rhode Island has 
as much development as 
Johnston?” Russo asked.

Dixon said she has no 
problem with develop-
ment, but wishes the town 
benefited more from the 
projects that do come to 
fruition.

Conley pointed to pro-
posed highway improve-
ments, already slated for 
2025, but moved up to 
accommodate “Project 
Schooner,” including a me-
dian barrier and jug han-
dles on Route 6. 

“Johnston residents 
must have input since we 
are the ones who will be 
impacted,” Dixon told the 
Town Council. “The town 
has had substantially more 
time to digest this protect 
than the residents will ever 
have and that’s not fair. I’m 
100 percent pro-develop-
ment, but I do have stan-
dards. We already carry the 
burden of the landfill, the 
recycling center, a wind-
farm, a solar farm, and the 
Citizens (Bank) campus 
and yet my taxes just went 
up and now there seems to 
be a strong effort to sup-
press any public input.”

The last budget ap-
proved by Johnston Town 

Council implemented the 
first property tax increase 
in four years. 

Town Council members 
and Dixon tossed some in-
formation back and forth. 
They confirmed that the 
company, possibly Ama-
zon, would be required to 
come before the board be-
fore any sort of tax break 
was granted. 

Mayor Polisena and his 
son, the Town Council 
vice president, have issued 
slightly different timelines 
for advertisement of a pub-
lic meeting dealing with 
that issue. 

The mayor, who has 
been handling the brunt of 
negotiations with the un-
named company, has said 
once he receives a packet 
of documents from Blue-
water, he’ll have the town’s 
legal counsel review them, 
and then turn a meeting 
around quickly, in as little 
as 48 hours (the minimum 
time required by state law 
to advertise a public meet-
ing). 

Polisena Jr. said he’d like 
the meeting advertised at 
least a week in advance, 
and clarified his father 
was simply referring to the 
minimum time required by 
law.

“I don’t think we’ve ever 
held a meeting with just 48 
hours notice,” Polisena Jr. 
said. “That has never hap-
pened.”

Polisena Jr. and Russo 
both assured Dixon that 
the public will have more 
opportunity to speak on 
the project, before the 
Town Council votes on it; if 
they vote on it.

“I hope the remarks 
made by the council vice 
president were sincere and 
that everyone should be 
heard because he was right, 
this is our town and there 
are many upset residents 
who feel that this project is 
being jammed down their 
proverbial throats,” Dixon 
said. “This has created dis-
trust amongst an already 
skeptical community who 
has become weary of our 
ever growing, industrial 
facade.”

Dixon went way over 
her allotted three-minute 
speaking time. She was 
the second speaker of the 
night who commanded 
more than three minutes of 
Town Council’s time.

Dixon agreed that the 
successful public address 
was a win for the unin-
formed public. 

Russo thanked her for 
her comments and the 
meeting was adjourned 
shortly after.

Amazon, ‘Project Schooner’ questions persist

QUESTIONS 
POSED: Johnston 
resident Amy Dixon 

addressed the Town 
Council Tuesday 

night, asking ques-
tions about ‘Project 
Schooner,’ the new 

Amazon distribution 
facility proposed for 

a wooded location 
near the intersection 
of routes 6 and 295. 
(Sun Rise photo by 

Rory Schuler)



Johnston Sun Rise 7Friday, August 13, 2021

BANKRUPTCY
	 Flat	$95000	Atty.	Fee

Chapter 7 Bankruptcy
Payment Plan Available

Attorney David B. Hathaway
Former Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Trustee

401-738-3030
dave@ribankruptcy.net

This firm is a debt relief agency

Senior Wash & Set .....................................  $15.00
Senior Wash & Set with Cut ....................$25.00
Senior Color & Cut .......................................$55.00
Senior Color ....................................................$45.00
Senior Perms ..................................................$45.00
Senior Perm with Haircut .........................$55.00

Free Gi�  
for All New Clients,
Service with Dolores

By Appointment only 
Ask for Dolores 

(401) 639-8515

SENIOR CITIZENS DISCOUNT
MONDAYS ONLY

Salon Coconuts
H A I R  S A L O N

1458 PARK AVENUE, CRANSTON • (401) 383-7750

By PETE FONTAINE

If enthusiasm offers any measuring stick, the Class of 
2025 may just build the biggest and best float for John-
ston High School’s 2021 Homecoming.

Led by President Katie Loffler and Vice President Lu-
cas Anderson, the freshman class that graduated from 
Nicholas A. Ferri Middle School in the spring, held the 
first of four car washes Saturday they hope will gen-
erate enough revenue to purchase supplies needed to 
build what they hope will be a prize-winning float.

Thanks to the generosity of Anthony Ferranti, who 
owns and operates Anthony’s Auto Body Inc. at 119 
Greenville Ave. in Johnston, the incoming freshmen be-
gan what will be their four-year journey on Cherry Hill 
working five-hours plus washing a number of vehicles 
– including a Johnston Fire Department Rescue – and 
raising the first $700 that will be used to build one of 
four JHS Homecoming floats that will cost several thou-
sand dollars to construct.

The Class of 2025 work force, which also included 
Secretary Marcel Johnson, Chantel DeJesus and Bob-
bisue Tranhan during the morning shift and other 
students in the afternoon, were backed by Anderson’s 
mother and Attorney Stephanie Anderson, Lori Richard 
and Ferranti’s daughter Kristen McAteer, who gave up 
her morning to open the auto body and even helped 
hook up the water hoses.

Moreover, the three women also took turns spelling 
the students’ names and held colorful handmade signs 
that attracted motorists driving up-and-down Green-
ville Avenue.

Although there was no set fee to have a ve-
hicle washed, people who pulled into Antho-
ny’s Auto Body were what Stephanie Anderson 
called “more than generous with their donations.” 

So, once a vehicle pulled into the front of Ferranti’s 
shop, the students went to work and even used long-
handle brushes and extra-large sponges to wash every 
part of a car, SUV or truck including wheel coverings.

It was the first success story for Advisor Chrissy 
Young’s upstart high school students who a number of 
motorists mentioned had as much – and even more – 
enthusiasm than a rookie who was making his Major 
League Baseball debut.

“These kids are making this lots of fun,” said Kristen 
McAteer, who enjoyed her morning coffee that dear ol’ 
dad brought when he stopped by to make sure every-
thing was going smoothly and the students had enough 
tools for their fund-raising efforts. “We’re happy and 
proud to help the kids.”

To which Anthony Ferranti, who even had his car 
washed and made a special donation, added: “I wel-
come the students and I’m looking forward to host-
ing three more car washes so that can build a beautiful 
(Homecoming) float.”

Although no date for the 2021 Homecoming Celebra-
tion and town-wide parade – which was wiped out last 
year because of the on-going COVID-19 Pandemic – has 
been set, Anthony’s Auto Body will host the Class of 
2025 Car Washes on Saturday – Aug. 21, Sept. 11 and 
Sept. 18 – from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. and accept any and all 
donations that will lead to building their first-ever float.

For people not familiar with the JHS Homecoming, 
it is well-known throughout the state as a model – and 
only student event of its kind – that features the tradi-
tional al-night building party the night before the an-
nual parade.

As yet another example of how well organized the 
Class of 2025 is, the students have already been granted 
space by Chris Hurd inside one of Hurd Auto Group’s 
spacious facilities on Hartford Avenue.

Class of ’25 washes cars for float funds

KATIE’S KORNER: JHS Class of 2025 President Katie Loffler and her fellow students Lucas Anderson, Marcel 
Johnson, Chantel DeJesus and Bobbiesue Tranhan enjoy a lighter moment during their first-ever fundraiser they 
hope will generous enough revenue to build their 2021 Homecoming float. (Sun Rise photos by Pete Fontaine)

MIGHTY 
MISSION: 

Johnston 
Firefighters 

Pvt. TJ Balkun 
and Rescue Lt. 

Mark Livings-
ton are joined 
by JHS Class 
of 2025 Vice 

President 
Lucas Ander-

son who hosed 
down this 

vehicle during 
the freshmen’s 

successful 
fund-raising car 

wash.
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By PETE FONTAINE

It was 5 o’clock Monday evening 
and Jeremy Bousquet had just fin-
ished climbing a ladder and began 
hammering nails into a corner of 
two pieces of long lumber when 
someone asked: “What are you 
guys doing?”

Bousquet was joined by Bruce 
Baker and David Charron – who 
made sure the ladder didn’t move –  
quickly replied: “We’re building the 
frame for the Straw Game!”

The Straw Game, for people 
who’ve never attended what this 
weekend will be the 81st Saint Roc-
co’s Church Feast and Festival, is 
one of many traditions of the fam-
ily, fun and food fest hosted by the 
Women’s Guild and featuring more 
than 100,000 hand-rolled straws and 
upwards of 500 prizes.

It’s also one of the many offerings 
hundreds upon hundreds of Rhode 
Islanders will enjoy, after the feast 
began Thursday night, and will 
continue through Sunday night at 
the Roman Catholic parish grounds 
located at 927 Atwood Ave. in John-
ston.

Meanwhile, veteran Co-Chairman 

Richard Montella, who shares that 
honor with the ageless John Ricci 
– along with CFA (Church Friends 
Association) President-elect Dan 
Parrillo – walked swiftly under the 
90-foot wide and 120-foot long “Big 
Top” that will house everything 
from extraordinary eats, all of which 
will be homemade, to excellent en-
tertainment, a number of food, pas-
try, games and religious booths dur-
ing the next three days making sure 
everything was in place.

Meanwhile, workers for Harold 
Fera’s famed Rockwell Amuse-
ments were setting up various rides 
and games the traveling carnival 
will have open for people of all ages 
during the feast and festival that re-
turns after being cancelled last year 
due to the COVID-19 crisis.

Perhaps that’s why there were, 
as someone suggested, “Volun-
teers Unlimited” all over the Saint 
Rocco’s grounds earlier this week 
to prepare for what Rev. Angelo 
N. Carusi, Montella, Ricci and oth-
ers hope will be as record setting 
crowd.

Proud parishioners of all ages – 
like Wayne Martini and his wife 
Jennifer, to youngsters like Saint 

Rocco’s School student Alessandro 
Fava along with Alisha, Elijah and 
Joseph Mitchell – performed a num-
ber of duties readying for this week-
end’s feast and festival.

In keeping with tradition, there 
will be a religious side to the four-
day event highlighted by Sunday’s 
11 a.m. Saint Rocco’s Feast Mass 
that will be followed by the annual 
procession.

“Our doors are wide open.” Mon-
tella offered with a special welcome 
ring to his voice. “Please come and 
enjoy our feast and festival; there 
will be plenty of great food.”

Thus, Montella added: “We’ll 
have our popular doughboys, pas-
ta with meatballs and sausage, rib 
eye steak sandwiches, hamburgers 
and hot dogs, Italian sandwiches of 
meatballs eggplant, sausage with 
peppers and onions and we sell 
three sausage sandwiches every 
minute of the feast.

There will also be French fries, 
chicken tenders, rabi and provolone, 
stuffies and as Montella exclaimed: 
“All our food items are handmade, 
nothing is purchased frozen. There 
will also be a wide assortment of 
homemade cookies and pasties.”

STRONG 
SUPPORT: 
Jeremy 
Bousquet nails 
a portion of 
the Women’s 
Guild Straw 
Game both as 
Bruce Baker 
and David 
Charron make 
sure the ladder 
doesn’t move 
Monday night 
while setting 
up under the 
“Big Top” for 
this weekend’s 
Saint Rocco’s 
Feast and Fes-
tival. (Sun Rise 
photos by Pete 
Fontaine)

Saint Rocco’s Feast returns

SPECIAL STAFF: 
Saint Rocco’s CFA 
President-elect Dan 

Parrillo, his son 
Mitchell Parrillo, Sister 
Donna, Co-Chairman 

Richard Montella, 
Jennifer and Wayne 
Martini take a break 
while setting up the 

Religious Booth that 
is just part of this 

weekend’s Feast and 
Festival that runs 

through Sunday night.
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For more than 500 days, health profession-
als and essential workers have been living 
and working through an unprecedented 

period of constant, unrelenting chaos.
The toll that this pandemic has placed upon 

them cannot likely be measured in purely tan-
gible ways. Physically, they are exhausted, of 
course. But mentally, they will likely suffer the 
consequences of this non-stop marathon for 
many more years to come in ways that are not yet 
readily apparent. The relentless threat of sickness 
and death surrounding you has a way of messing 
with your psyche that will not be easy to undo.

The work and drive of these individuals, as we 
stare down an unthinkable second wave of infec-
tions, restrictions and hospitalizations, is nothing 
less than angelic. We will need to ramp up sup-
port for them in every possible way possible as 
summer folds away into flu season.

But there is an additional bright spot of human-
ity among this darkness. In addition to those self-
less individuals who have made helping others 
a career, there are many thousands of volunteers 
across the state that have been stepping above 
and beyond normal societal expectations in order 
to help run test sites, initially, and now the many 
vaccination clinics that have popped up through-
out Rhode Island.

These people are not paid, and they are certain-
ly not often thanked for the voluntary sacrifice of 
their time or safety. Members of the public may 
simply assume they are compensated healthcare 
workers, either paid through local means or by 
the federal government. But likely the only re-
ward these volunteers receive for their actions is 
the knowledge that, in some way, they’ve done 
something to help make the world better during 
one of its worst chapters.

We can’t help but openly wonder what inter-
nal factors found within the chemistry of differ-
ent people can create such different outcomes – 
where some can ingest all the information around 
them and conclude that they would rather fight 
and scream and throw a tantrum when a busi-
ness owner politely asks them to wear a mask, 
and why others will take that same external in-
formation, and conclude that they would like to 
sacrifice an entire weekend day to donate their 
time and help make sure their neighbors are vac-
cinated against a terrible illness.

(See the story in today’s issue on the vaccina-
tion clinic conducted by the Disaster Assistance 
Medical Team/Medical Reserve Corps this past 
Saturday at the Knight Campus of CCRI. Corps 
volunteers have logged more than 200,000 in con-
ducting vaccination clinics and test sites through-
out the state.)

Truthfully, we wish that this formula – whether 
it’s created through a combination of upbring-
ing, perspective received through living a certain 
kind of life, something wholly genetic and intan-
gible or a combination of all those factors – could 
be synthesized and put into its own type of vac-
cine.

If enough people possessed the drive and be-
nevolent empathy to voluntarily help others at 
the expense of their own safety and self-interests, 
it might just be the cure for all of Earth’s prob-
lems, not just COVID.

Go to RIResponds.org if you’re interested in 
signing up to be a community healthcare volun-
teer.

• WHERE TO WRITE:
	 1944 Warwick Avenue
	 Warwick, RI 02889
	 RoryS@RhodyBeat.com

Voluntary valor

Hello Johnstonites,
I was in Rome, Italy 

when COVID-19 arrived, 
and wrote a series of let-
ters that were published 
in the Johnston Sun Rise. 
I shared how surreal the 
experience was, but also 
included uplifting news, 
like entire neighborhoods 
singing from our windows 
and terraces. Everyone 
needed these uplifting 
events, as we had no idea 
of how long the lockdown 
would last.

Within two weeks of 
Feb. 22, 2020, when the 
Prime Minister first told us 
about COVID-19, almost 
everything came to a halt. 
Only medical facilities, 
grocery stores, pharmacies 
and other necessary ser-
vices continued.  Hospitals 
everywhere were filled 
to the brim and in some 
areas, grocery store lines 
were as long as a football 
field, but people complied 
with the rules and there 
was a kind of peace.

We were also patient be-
cause, within weeks, we 
all knew someone in the 
hospital; someone on oxy-
gen.   This reality, which 
touched all Italians, is why 
very few people in Italy 
are protesting the vaccine. 
Covid 19 was too real not 
to take seriously, especial-
ly after last year’s second 
wave, created by summer 
vacationers, who did not 
wear masks or respect dis-
tances.  

I personally know 11 
people who had COV-
ID-19: 4 were hospitalized 
and on oxygen for over a 
month; a 34 year-old, am-
ateur athlete, cousin, did 
not need oxygen but had 
to stay home for 2 months, 

and every muscle and joint 
in his body hurt, and the 
headaches were so severe 
they caused nausea;  1 gal 
has completely lost her 
sense of smell; others had 
milder cases but felt weak 
and unwell for months; 2 
older folks died.

For all indoor public 
places in Italy, a mask is re-
quired, and as of 6 August 
unvaccinated people are 
not allowed in restaurants, 
theaters or to attend sport 
or musical events. While 
these rules seem severe, 
the majority see this as the 
only way to end what has 
been 18 months of on-and-
off Lockdowns. 

People want an end CO-
VID, an end to wearing 
masks, and for the econ-
omy to return to normal, 
and see vaccination as the 
only solution to what will 
be an otherwise endless 
health threat. And because 
of this, there is a sense of 
impatience for those not 
vaccinated.

Every year, a member 
of the American Womens’ 
Club hosts a wine & cheese 
garden party at her villa 
on the Appian Way. This 
year she has stipulated 
that only vaccinated peo-
ple may attend. Outdoors, 
Italians are not required to 
wear a mask, and although 
many at the party will still 
wear one, others will want 
to feel safe and trust that 
the hostess has vetted the 
guests.

Over 40 million of Ita-
ly’s 60 million population 
have had at least their first 
shot. Teens are now being 
scheduled, and certainly 
there are concerns about 
children, but kids want to 
return to school and sports 

and a social life, while be-
ing safe.

Even immigrants - in-
cluding all those illegal 
ones coming across the 
Mediterranean - are being 
vaccinated.  And if any-
one thinks America has 
an immigration problem, 
you should know that 
Europe has a much more 
difficult situation. The US 
invasion of Iraq, the Syr-
ian and other wars have 
turned millions of middle 
class people into homeless 
refugees, and they are all 
headed for Europe. It’s a 
gigantic crisis.

Americans against vac-
cination, claim liberty but 
are also afraid of the un-
known effects of vaccina-

tion.  Everyone has fears 
but people need to ques-
tion their concerns, and 
be sure that they are scien-
tifically based and not just 
Media hype.

DC radio host, Dick Far-
rell, who was against vac-
cines, just died from Cov-
id. He learned too late that 
he had been misinformed. 
Liberty and freedom are 
vital rights, but if ignoring 
the science risks killing a 
child, or someone going 
through Chemotherapy 
and cannot be vaccinated, 
or you, then maybe liberty 
is overrated.  

Vivian Weaver
Johnston native  

living in Italy
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LegaL Notices
PLANNING BOARD MEETING
Tuesday August 24th, 2021; 

6:00 P.M.
IN PERSON  

Johnston Senior Center
1291 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

AGENDA

 I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL 
CALL

 II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 III. NEW BUSINESS

PB 21-18 – Giarrusso Meadows - 
Preliminary Plan and Public Meet-
ing of a Minor Subdivision.  Lo-
cated at 104 Peck Hill Road AP 43 
Lot 151 - Zoned R-40.  Applicant 
Antonio Giarrusso.  A Public Meet-
ing on a proposed 5 lot minor subdi-
vision where all lots will be accessed 
off of a Town Road.

PB 21-25 – Vel-Tree Scituate Ave 
Subdivision – Preliminary Plan 
and Public Meeting of Private 
Road Minor Subdivision. Located 
adjacent to and behind 137 Scitu-
ate Avenue.  AP 44 Lot 18 – Zoned 
R-40. Applicant Nicholas Veltri. A 
Public Meeting on a proposed 4 lot 
minor subdivision where all lots will 
be accessed off of a Town Road.  
One lot is the site of the previously 
approved GD Johnston-Scituate 
solar field.  The three remaining lots 
are to be developed as single-family 
housing.

PB 21-27 – Central Pike Sub-
division – Public Meeting on 

a proposed Master Plan for a 
Minor Subdivision.  Located at 
1257 Central Pike. AP 43 Lot 96 
– Zoned R-40. Applicant - A.G. 
Construction. A Public Meeting on 
a proposed 4 lot minor subdivision 
where all lots will be accessed off of 
a Private Road.

PB 20-23 – Taylor Rd Development 
– Public Hearing on a proposed 6 
lot Conservation Development 
Preliminary Plan.  Located at 
34 Taylor Road.  AP 30 Lot 16 – 
Zoned R-40. A Public Hearing on a 
proposed 6 lot subdivision with open 
space. 

PB 17-36 - Hopkins Pond - Public 
Meeting to discuss the REVISED 
Site Layout.  Located behind 620 
Central Avenue.  AP 44 Lot 26 - 
Zoned PD.  A Public Meeting to dis-
cuss a development where the final 
construction differs from what was 
approved and a possible vote to ap-
prove the change plans.  

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT & 
SPECIAL ITEMS 
1. Comprehensive Plan Update
2. Bishop Heights Subdivision 
– Call of the Improvement Guar-
antee

NOTE - The Full Plan set is available 
for review in the Planning Office 100 
Irons Avenue Monday through Fri-
day, 8AM to noon and 1PM to 3PM 
and on the Town’s webpage under 
Quick Links. 

8/6, 8/13, 8/20/21

JOHNSTON ZONING BOARD
MEETING AGENDA

Thursday, August 26th, 2021
at 6:30 PM

Johnston Senior Center 
1291 Hartford Avenue

Notice is here by given that the Zon-
ing Board of Review will hold its 
monthly meeting on August 26, 2021 
at 6:30 pm, at Johnston Senior Cen-
ter, 1291 Hartford Avenue.  All per-
sons interested in the following pro-
posals are requested to be present 
at this time.  The assembly facilities 
are accessible to the handicapped.  
Persons requiring special accom-
modations shall call the Zoning Of-
fice at least 48 hours in advance 
of the meeting (401) 231-4000 ext 
4117.  Persons utilizing TDD equip-
ment may contact the Town through 
“Relay Rhode Island” at 1-800-745-
6675.  The agenda for the evening 
will be as follows, subject to change:

Old Business
File 2021-9 – Petition of Mohamad 
Yaser & Rhonda Sasa, Owner/Ap-
plicant for 1056 Atwood Avenue, 
AP 24 Lots 9, zoned R-15.  The 
petitioner is seeking a Dimensional 
variance to create 2 lots that do not 
conform to lot requirements and a 
Use Variance to Construct a Two-
Family Dwelling on one of the newly 
created Lots. 

New Business
File 2021-18 – Petition of Leevan 
Sano/Xavier Investments, Owner/
Applicant for 577 Killingly Street, 

AP 13 Lot 170, zoned B-2.  The pe-
titioner is seeking a Special User 
Permit 340-75 for a proposal of 
scooter rentals and sales of associ-
ated items. 

File 2021-21 – Petition of Daniel 
Venditelli/Divine Investments, 
Inc., Owner/Applicant for Scituate 
Avenue, AP 44 Lots 396, zoned 
R-20.  The petitioner is seeking a 
dimensional variance 340 rear yard 
requirement. Proposed Single Fam-
ily Dwelling. 

File 2021-22 – Petition of Thomas 
Mitson, Owner/Applicant for Ludlow 
Street, AP 10 Lots 336, zoned R-15.  
The petitioner is seeking a dimen-
sional variance section 340. Pro-
posed Single Family Dwelling. 

File 2019-34 – Extension of Spe-
cial use permit granted on No-
vember 8, 2019. 279 Scituate Av-
enue. Plat 44 Lot 263. 

NOTE:  If a Case has not been 
called for a hearing by 10:30 
p.m., the Board, at its discretion, 
may continue the Case to a sub-
sequent or a special meeting.  
The Agenda and Minutes are avail-
able for review at ClerkBase on the 
Town’s web page or Monday through 
Friday between 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 
p.m. at the Building Office, 100 Irons 
Avenue, Johnston.

Per order of the Zoning Board of Review
Thomas Lopardo, Chairman

8/13, 8/20/21

lot of friends in the community. 
I live in the house I was born 
in.”

Boyle confirmed the most re-
cent case is Fellela’s fourth fed-
eral conviction.

“Between March 2018 and 
March 2019, while he was on 
federal supervised release, Fel-
lela stole credit cards from resi-
dents of Connecticut and other 
states and used the cards to 
make approximately $48,000 in 
fraudulent purchases at various 
retail stores in Connecticut and 
elsewhere,” according to a press 
release from Boyle’s office. “On 
Nov. 5, 2019, Fellela pleaded 
guilty to one count of access de-
vice fraud and one count of ag-
gravated identity theft.”

The case was investigated 
by the U.S. Postal Inspection 
Service and prosecuted by As-
sistant U.S. Attorneys Margaret 
Donovan and Sarala Nagala. 

“Fellela was detained from 
March 8, 2019, to March 23, 
2020, when he was released on 
bond,” according to the U.S. At-
torney’s press release. “Judge 
Meyer ordered him to report to 
prison on Sept. 20, 2021.”

In 2014, Henry Fellela also 
pleaded guilty to several charg-
es, including illegally collecting 
thousands in Social Security 
benefits.

Fellela Jr., then 56, entered a 
plea in federal court in 2014 on 
charges including aggravated 
identity theft, credit card fraud, 
Social Security fraud and theft 
of government funds.

Prosecutors said Fellela used 
a stolen credit card to buy thou-
sands of dollars worth of elec-

tronics and clothing in 2007, 
and collected more than $58,000 
in supplemental Social Security 
benefits from 2004 to 2012. Fel-
lela claimed to have no fixed ad-
dress while actually living with 
his wife and children in John-
ston, according to a story in the 
Johnston Sun Rise archives.

“This is the fourth time,” Fel-
lela said of his criminal history, 
referring to his fourth federal 
conviction. “I used to run dice 
games, craps games. I was al-
ways on the left side of the 
street. No extortion. No vio-
lence. No guns. No drugs. I’ve 
never smoked a marijuana ciga-
rette in my life.”

Previously, for several years, 
Fellela owned TJ’s, a clothing 
store at 1 George Waterman 
Road in Johnston. He said he 
sold Jordache jeans. 

Fellela issued a warning for 
others, repeatedly urging his 

fellow residents to “watch who 
you trust,” but would not ex-
plain further.

Fellela admitted his past con-
victions indicate he has fallen 
into a habitual criminal cycle.

“You get involved in some-
thing and it becomes a cycle,” 
Fellela said. “I should have gone 
to college. But you can’t look in 
the rearview mirror.”

Rep. Fellela has stood by her 
husband’s side in some court 
appearances. She has defended 
her spouse in the past, and in-
sists her husband’s legal trou-
bles do not impact her work in 
the General Assembly.

She has been repeatedly re-
elected despite her husband’s 
criminal history.

In 2013, she gave the follow-
ing statement to the Johnston 
Sun Rise: “Everybody is their 
own person. I go to work every 
day and I go to the State House 

every day so I feel like I do what 
I’m supposed to do. Henry’s a 
good person. He’s a good fam-
ily man, and people who know 
him know that he’s a good per-
son. He wouldn’t refuse a friend 
a favor.”

Reached for comment Friday 
morning, Rep. Fellela said she 
“really had nothing to say at this 
point. I have no comment at this 
time.”

Her husband, however, said 
it doesn’t seem he has become a 
political liability for Rep. Fellela.

“It’s happened before,” Hen-
ry Fellela said. “It has nothing 
to do with her. You can’t ship 
blame from me to her. But I’m 
sure there’s a percentage of peo-
ple who hold what I do against 
her.”

When asked if he had any ties 
to organized crime, Fellela an-
swered with a question: “Would 
I tell you if I did?”

■ Sentenced
(Continued from page 1)

After unanimously vot-
ing to grant the company 
most of the licenses they 
need to do business in 
Johnston, Town Council 
President Robert Russo 
asked Perno and McLean 
when the store would 
open.

Perno answered, “As 

soon as we get the occu-
pancy certificate.” Two 
days later, the certificate 
was granted. 

Meanwhile, new Mar-
ket Basket employees 
have been training at the 
Warwick store.

Workers have been 
stocking the no-longer 
empty shelves with non-
perishable goods.

“The town of Johnston 
has been super to work 

with,” McLean said. “I 
just hope when everyone 
comes to visit Market Bas-
ket it’s well beyond their 
expectations.”

The store will open to 
town officials for an ex-

clusive tour on Thursday, 
Aug. 19, and then the reg-
isters will be open to the 
public on Friday, Aug. 20.

Perno dropped an invita-
tion to Town Council mem-
bers when he addressed 

them Tuesday night. 
Seven rows of brand 

new shopping carts await 
the store’s first shoppers. 
More than 18 registers 
will be fully manned, lit 
and ready for commerce.

Last week, Market Bas-
ket owned and operated 
85 stores in New England. 
Next week, with the open-
ing of the Johnston loca-
tion, the company wel-
comes Store No. 86. 

■ Store
(Continued from page 1)

OPENING 
SOON: 
The 
Johnston 
Market 
Basket is 
set to be 
open by 
next week. 
(Sun Rise 
file photo)
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said. “A lot of people feel it 
should be left to individual 
discretion, but I have heard 
from parents who want 
masks, who want us to help 
keep their children safe.”

In the coming weeks, DiL-
ullo said he will be watching 
public health data closely.

“One of the things we 
need to do, both our com-
mittee and the school dis-
trict, is keep an eye on what 
happens over the next few 
weeks,” DiLullo said.

If the data indicates warn-
ing signs, “we will absolutely 
reconsider where we stand,” 
DiLullo explained.

“Kids have been through 
a lot,” LaFazia said. “Par-
ents have been through a lot. 
We’ve been through a lot.”

LaFazia said he heard 
from only one side of the de-
bate over children wearing 
masks in Johnston schools.

“I’ll be honest with you,” 
LaFazia said. “I didn’t get 
one call. And the parents 
I did speak to, they didn’t 
want the kids wearing masks 
at schools.”

The school system will 
still require children to wear 
masks on school buses, LaFa-
zia said. 

“We all spoke on the is-
sue,” LaFazia said. “When 
we voted on it, it was unani-
mous. One member was 
out sick, but he would have 
voted with us.”

Johnston parent Jennifer 
Hall told the School Commit-
tee that she has “two young 
children eligible for schools 
in Johnston this year but I 
had some concerns regard-
ing masks on children and 
the safety of it.”

“That wearing a mask for 
six to seven hours per day is 
not something we’re com-
fortable with,” Hall said. 
“I’ve done tons of research 
on the efficacy and safety 
of masks on kids and feel 
strongly on where there is 
risk, there must be a choice.”

One of Hall’s children “has 
special needs and one of the 
services he desperately needs 
is speech therapy,” she said.

“Last year we chose vir-
tual because they wanted 
him masked for preschool 
and he’s (not) going to wear 
one,” Hall said. “While the 

therapist and special educa-
tion teachers went above and 
beyond for us, we all agreed 
that it’s not the same as in-
person and I want that for 
him this year.”

The School Committee 
was tasked with approving 
the revised 2021-22 school 
calendar at Tuesday night’s 
meeting.

Johnston Town Council 
held its regularly scheduled 
meeting at the same time, on 
the same day, after bumping 
the board’s regular meeting 
from Monday due to the 
state holiday.

Residents of Johnston 
were forced to choose which 
meeting they wanted to at-
tend. 

Mask mandates were not 
listed on the School Com-
mittee agenda, except dur-
ing the “speakers” portion, 
where Hall was scheduled 
to discuss “masks and school 
opening.” 

Hall stood behind a lectern 
and addressed the School 
Committee. She provided 
the Sun Rise with a summa-
tion of her remarks.

“Our other kiddo wants to 
try school this year but only 
if she doesn’t have to wear 
a mask,” Hall told the Sun 
Rise. “I told her I would at-
tend a School Committee 
meeting and ask the commit-
tee members and the super-
intendent if it could please be 
a choice so that the families 
who want to wear one can 
and the families who don’t 
want to can have the option.”

Each school district in the 
state is having a similar de-
bate, since no statewide mask 
mandate has been issued. 

LaFazia said the School 
Committee had to step up 
and tackle the issue, since 
guidance has not been con-
sistent from state and federal 
health officials. 

“The CDC (Centers for 
Disease Control) and the 
Rhode Island Department 
of Health (DOH), they’re 
strongly recommending, but 
not mandating masks for 
students,” LaFazia said. “Ba-
sically we’re going to leave it 
up to the parents.”

After the meeting, Hall 
said she was mostly pleased 
with the School Committee’s 
decision.

“I’ve been receiving mes-
sages from parents who are 
very unhappy with me,” she 

said Tuesday night. “But also 
on a positive note, parents 
who are thanking me. They 
outweigh the people who are 
unhappy.”

LaFazia praised town-
wide efforts to vaccinate 
educators, and said that 90 
percent of school staff has 
been vaccinated against CO-
VID-19.

“We have a pretty high 
vaccination rate in the town,” 
LaFazia said. “We went all 
out … We have better than 
90 percent of our staff vacci-
nated.”

The Rhode Island DOH 
has publicly announced that 
the “Delta variant (B.1.617.2) 
of the virus that causes CO-
VID-19 is now the dominant 
variant in Rhode Island.”

“The Delta variant spreads 
more easily among all 
people, including younger 
groups,” according to the 
Rhode Island DOH. “Vacci-
nation is especially important 
for everyone 12 years of age 
and older who are in school 
communities. For children 
younger than 12 who are not 
yet eligible for vaccine, other 
preventative tools like masks, 
physical distancing, and test-
ing are critical.”

The department, however, 
has not instructed schools to 
make masks mandatory.

“The Rhode Island De-
partment of Health (RIDOH) 
recommends all teachers, 
staff, students, and visitors 
to K-12 schools, including 
people who are fully vacci-
nated, wear a mask indoors,” 
according to the agency’s 
web site. 

The DOH urges eligible 
residents to get vaccinated. 

“Getting your COVID-19 
vaccine is the most impor-
tant thing you can do to 
protect yourself and the 
people around you from the 
Delta variant,” according to 
the DOH. “Wearing a mask 
can help limit or prevent the 
spread of the Delta variant.”

This latest mutation of the 
COVID-19 virus has health 
officials reconsidering past 
guidance. However, the pub-
lic has grown weary from the 
pandemic and social restric-
tions.

“The Delta variant is much 
more aggressive than other 
variants we’ve seen because 
it spreads more easily and 
quickly and may cause more 
serious illness,” according to 

the DOH. “While someone 
who had one of the other 
variants of the virus might 
get 1 or 2 other people sick, 
someone with the Delta vari-
ant could get 6 or 7 other 
people sick.”

Tightly packed classrooms 
could pose a unique danger 
to students, especially those 
too young for vaccinations.

“Unvaccinated people are 
most at risk of getting and 
spreading the Delta vari-
ant,” according to the Rhode 
Island DOH. “The highest 
spread of cases and most se-
vere outcomes are happen-
ing in places with low vac-
cination rates. If you’re not 
yet fully vaccinated, getting 
vaccinated, wearing a mask, 
and weekly testing are more 
important than ever to stop 
the variant from spreading 
and to protect the progress 
we’ve made.”

Public information regard-
ing who gets sick and how 
best to protect yourself has 
evolved on a daily basis since 
the start of the pandemic. 

“I feel when this pandemic 
began, we didn’t know a lot 
about how the virus worked 
and transmission, etc.,” Hall 
said. “And lots of careful 
precautions were made, but 
now we know children are 
not known super spread-
ers of the virus and keeping 
them masked in my opinion 
doesn’t make sense.” 

Although other states, 
mostly southern states with 
low vaccination rates, have 
reported exponential upticks 
in hospitalizations of CO-
VID-19 patients, and larger 
percentages of young people 
have been getting very sick, 
life has been struggling to re-
turn to normal in the Ocean 
State.

Bars are open. Surviving 
restaurants have re-opened. 
Patrons are packing movie 
theaters again.

“All summer kids have 
been in camps and play-
grounds, churches and other 
type of situations without a 
mask,” Hall said. “Why not 
school, where they can see 
others’ faces and emotions 
and breath normally?”

Hall said she has been 
talking with other like-
minded parents, and has 
even had discussions with 
members of organized anti-
mask groups protesting 
mask mandates across the 

state and the nation. 
“I’ve met so many families 

across the state who share 
my view, which is masks be-
ing optional and the parents 
choice,” Hall said. “Tons of 
school districts across the 
state have already voted 
parents’ choice. Some have 
chosen to mandate masks. 
Having any school take a 
stand of ‘masks mandatory 
or children can’t come to 
school’ would be wrong and 
feels discriminatory in my 
opinion.”

No parents spoke in favor 
of mask mandates at Tues-
day’s meeting. LaFazia said 
the lack of voices on the man-
date-side of the argument 
helped convince him to vote 
for parental choice.

“Quite a few parents were 
there last night, and they told 
us to leave it up to them,” 
LaFazia said Wednesday 
morning. “The problem is, 
you hear so many things you 
don’t know what to believe 
any more.”

Hall hopes her fellow par-
ents respect her feelings on 
this issue.

“There are plenty of fami-
lies who want to remain 
vigilant and cautious with 
kids in schools and I respect 
their right to choose masks 
for their children,” Hall said. 
“I ask they respect our choice 
as well.”

The Cranston and War-
wick school committees may 
vote on mask mandates for 
students at their meetings 
next week, to be held Mon-
day and Thursday, respec-
tively.

In the meantime, school of-
ficials will be watching data 
following a planned church 
feast in Johnston and some 

other large community gath-
erings.

“If the numbers spike, now 
I don’t have a cut-off number, 
but if those numbers increase 
drastically in Johnston,” DiL-
ullo said. “The health depart-
ment does report by commu-
nity. If we need to reconvene 
the School Committee prior 
to school opening, we will 
absolutely do that.”

The School Committee 
also voted unanimously to 
accept DiLullo’s school open-
ing plan and calendar.

The meeting agenda an-
nounced: “The new first day 
of school will be Sept. 1, 2021, 
and the last day of school 
will be scheduled for June 15, 
2022, and all students are ex-
pected to attend in-person.”

Last year’s at-home learn-
ing options will not be avail-
able this school year in John-
ston.

“Obviously if there’s ex-
tenuating circumstances, we 
will make accommodations 
for those students,” DiLullo 
said. “But the option will not 
necessarily be sitting in front 
of a computer all day. We 
will offer support for those 
students; distance learning 
offered by another institu-
tion, or in another way, but 
it won’t be the synchronous 
learning that occurred last 
year.”

Last year’s hybrid ap-
proach to public school edu-
cation worked well for some, 
but not others.

“It was a challenge for kids 
and a challenge for parents,” 
DiLullo said. “Some kids 
did very well in it; other kids 
struggled … Our plan is to 
have all students back in the 
classroom; we firmly believe 
that’s the best option.”

■ Masks
(Continued from page 1)

By MERI R. KENNEDY
 

MS Dream Center seeks  
‘Exceptional Individual’ nominees

 
The MS Dream Center is looking to reward 

outstanding individuals in the community 
by recognizing their efforts to “make a dif-
ference,” and we need your help! Nominate 
someone for the “Exceptional Individual 
Contest” and tell us why you think that per-
son is deserving of being acknowledged.

Three people will be chosen and each will 
receive two tickets to the upcoming “An Eve-
ning to Remember” event on Saturday, Sept. 
25, starting at 6 p.m. at the Crowne Plaza in 
Warwick. Each person will receive special rec-
ognition at the event.

Entries must be received by Wednesday, 
Sept. 1, via online submission at msdream-
center.org; please include contact information 
of nominator and nominee as winners will 
be contacted directly. Winners will be deter-
mined by representatives of the MS Dream 
Center and Accessible RI.

Bowl for Kids’ Sake

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Rhode Island 
will host its fifth annual Bowl for Kids’ Sake 

(BFKS) event on Saturday, Sept. 25, from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at Lang’s Bowlarama in Cran-
ston.

Participants can sign up in teams of five 
to participate in a private bowling party, and 
raise donations from family, friends and col-
leagues leading up to the event – with a fund-
raising goal of $100 for each participant.

You’ll also have the chance to win raffle 
prizes … and really great karma for giving 
back to local kids!

No experience is required – just a desire to 
have fun and support youth mentoring. All of 
the proceeds from this event stay in Rhode Is-
land and help Big Brothers Big Sisters fulfill its 
mission. Donate today or register your team 
at secure.qgiv.com/event/bbbsri2021.

Providence Brigade Band

This year marks the 25th year for the Provi-
dence Brigade Band.  The original band was 
founded in 1846 and performed until around 
1890. The band reemerged 150 years after its 
original founding to perform again.

The band portrays a brass band from 1850 
to 1875 and performs music from before, dur-
ing and after the American Civil War. They 
play authentic musical arrangements from 
the period and use original instruments from 

the era that the band provides. Also, they 
wear authentically reproduced uniforms 
typically worn by militia or military bands at 
that time.

The Providence Brigade Band, which is a 
registered nonprofit organization, will hold 
open rehearsals on Tuesdays from 7 to 9 p.m. 
during the month of August. Brass players, 
especially trumpet players, are encouraged 
to attend and check us out. The rehearsal lo-
cation is in Cranston. For more information 
about the band, visit pbband.org or call (401) 
374-4718. There is no fee to join, and all ages 
are encouraged to apply.

Garden City concert rescheduled

Last week’s Garden City Center Summer 
Concert Series event, which was rained out, 
has been rescheduled for Wednesday, Aug. 
25, at 6:30 p.m. The evening will feature trib-
ute band performances of Elton John and 
Billy Joel music.

On Wednesday, Aug. 11, the concert series 
will host ’80s Night featuring the band Fast 
Times. The concert will begin at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Gazebo. In case of inclement weather, the 
concert will be moved to Thursday, Aug. 12, 
at the same time.

To learn more, visit gardencitycenter.com.

St. Mary’s Road Race postponed

This year’s 49th annual St. Mary’s Feast 
Society 5.5-Mile Road Race, originally sched-
uled for Aug. 14, has been postponed. The St. 
Mary’s Feast Society is exploring the availabil-
ity of dates in September. Follow the society 
on Facebook for additional updates.

Church seeking vendors for bazaar

Our Lady of Grace Church, located at 4 
Lafayette St. in Johnston, would like invite 
vendors to participate in its Holiday Bazaar 
on Oct. 17. There will be crafters, vendors, a 
penny social, food and more. For information, 
contact Pat Leon at (401) 529-7592.

Did you know?

In August 1762, the sandwich, as we know 
it, was created when the Earl of Sandwich re-
quested meat between two pieces of bread. 
(August Fun Facts)

SunriseScoops@aol.com. Photos in jpg format 
are accepted and news can include community 
events, promotions, academic news and nonprofit 
events as well as virtual events. Email today and 
see your news in our column in the Sun Rise. 

Sun Rise Scoops
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By Lucas Maguire
Special to the Sun Rise

The Cygnus Wall is approximately 20 light years in length and known as a star 
forming region.

It’s an emission nebula in the constellation Cygnus close to Deneb, the brightest 
star of the Cygnus Constellation.

The North America Nebula resembles the continent of North America and, if you 
look closely, you can even make out the Gulf of Mexico.

The nebula lies roughly 2,590 light-years from Earth and stretches 90 light-years 
from North to South!

It also covers an area in the sky that more than 10 times the area of the full moon. 
I took this Image over the course of two nights using my H-alpha and Oxygen-iii 

filters with my dedicated astrophotography camera. 
I combined the two filters into and RGB image to create an HOO (H-alpha+ Oiii+ 

Oiii) image (the reds representing HA, and blues representing Oiii). I used an astro-
nomical photo editing software to stack and bring out the details and nebulosity. 

These images were captured from my backyard in Johnston. 

Technical Card: 
Imaging telescopes or lenses: William Optics Zenith 73 II
Imaging cameras: QHYCCD QHY183M 
Mounts: SkyWatcher EQ6R-Pro
Guiding telescopes or lenses: William Optics 50mm Guidescope rotolock William 

Optics 50mm F/4 Guide Scope
Guiding cameras: ZWO ASI120MM-Mini ASI120MM-Mini 
Focal reducers: Williams Optics Flat73A
Software: Adobe Phosotshop CC  ·  PixInsight  ·  NINA 10.1  ·  Sharpcap  ·  PHD2 

Guiding 2.62 PHD2.62  · Deep Sky Stacker
Filters: Astronomik OIII 1.25” 6nm  ·  Astronomik Ha 1.25” 6nm
Dates: Aug. 2, 2021
Frames: 20x600” (3h 20’)
Integration: 3h 20’
Avg. Moon age: 23.88 days
Avg. Moon phase: 32.03%

EDITOR’S NOTE: Lucas “Luc” Maguire captured this image from his backyard in John-
ston. He will be submitting his deep space images to the Sun Rise for publication each week. 
Maguire’s photography can also be found at his Instagram account @oceanstateastro and his 
Twitter feed @OceanStateAstro.

BACKYARD SPACE

The Cygnus Wall

Got something to sell???
Advertise in the Classifieds

Call 732-3100 today!
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

spotlight BUSINESSon

Your Target Audience is reading...

Make sure
they’ll be
reading
about YOU!

For information about advertising on this page,
call 732-3100 today.

We Deliver!

Atwood 
Florist, Inc.

1041 Atwood Ave., Johnston • 274-7300
(Between St. Rocco’s & Simmonsville Ave.) ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

John D. Dick – Proprietor   www.atwoodflorist.com

Brighten Someone’s Day

with Flowers

★Lowest $ In Town★
New

State-of-the-Art
Equipment —

Same Old Prices!

Jain’s Laundry
Plaza 44 • 39 Putnam Pike • Johnston • 231-7019

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm; Sat. & Sun. 7am-8pm

WASH • DRY • FOLD
Drop Off Service
only 69¢ per lb.

Includes Softener, Bleach, Soap & Hangers
Same Day Service

1253 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

Now ENrolliNg
6 Weeks – 12 Years Old

Full & Part-time
Positions available

Embroidered Apparel • Screenprinted Apparel • Uniforms
Drinkware • Magnets • Calendars • Pens • Banners 
Padfolios • Holiday Cards • Key Rings • Tote Bags

Coolers • Watches • Flash Drives • and much MORE!
Contact Bob Giberti

for all your promotional product needs:
401-732-3100 • BobG@rhodybeat.com

CREATIVE PRODUCTS • INNOVATIVE IDEAS • PERSONALIZED SERVICE

YOUR
DESIGN
HERE

GRAND OPENING
Where Community 

meets Health
All Insurances Accepted

Drive-Thru Available
Fast and Convenient Service

Free Delivery
Prescriptions Filled

Healthcare Products offered
Competitive Pricing

1302 Atwood Ave., Johnston
401-300-4443

By JENNIFER COATES

There is going to come a time when you can no longer 
avoid it.  That pile of laundry in the corner, growing 
every day while you find excuses to ignore it.  But it is 
not going away, and eventually, it will overtake your 
room or leave you without a single clean garment to 
wear.  Laundry is like that – it is never-ending.  Now, 
there is a possibility for escape! Why labor ONE MORE 
MINUTE this summer tackling the inevitable chore of 
endless laundry when you have the willing and able 
hands of Kaushal Jain of Jain’s Laundry to rescue you?

For an incredible .69/pound, Kaushal will wash, 
soften, dry, and even fold your laundry – all in one day 
- at this user-friendly, clean and efficient laundromat 
in Johnston.  Besides the convenience of this great 
service, this blockbuster price also covers the cost of 
the softener, bleach, soap and hangers!  The math is 
simple enough – ten pounds of dirty clothes, dropped 
off in the morning and ready to go by day’s end – all 
for $6.90.  Fifteen pounds of dirty clothes, dropped off 
on the way to work and ready to go by dinner – all for 
$10.35.   What a bargain!

For the most competitive prices in the area, you will 
find both the wash-fold, same-day service offered by 
Kaushal here at Jain’s Laundry as well as a room full 
of coin-operated washers and dryers for the “do-it-
yourselfers”.  If you don’t have enough quarters, no 
worries ~ there is a change machine that accepts up to 
a $20.00 bill available here.

 There are large capacity machines available for all 
size loads, from 25 pounds to 65 pounds.  The top 
loading machines are available here for only $2.00 per 

load compared to $2.50 in most other places . There are 
state-of-the-art dryers which are incredibly efficient, 
rotating both clockwise and counter-clockwise to 
prevent the bunching and twisting that can make 
drying uneven in conventional dryers.

Vending machines are also on-site if you need to re-
stock your supply of detergent, softener or laundry 
bags.  There is never a need to wait because there 
are rows and rows of machines ready to go at any 
given time.  Everything you need is right here at Jain’s 
Laundry.

There is plenty of parking and a friendly, helpful 
staff here, ready to meet the needs of both residential 
and commercial customers.  You can stay in their 
clean waiting area between cycles or leave and return 
between loads.  There is even a Dunkin’ Donuts next 
door if you want a cup of brew while you wait.

Jain’s Laundry is found in the Plaza 44 shopping plaza 
on 39 Putnam Pike. It is open seven days each week - 
from 8 am to 9 pm, Monday through Friday, and 7 am 
to 8 pm on Saturday and Sunday.  For more information 
about their services, call 401-231-7019.

Jain’s Laundry
Let them help carry your laundry load this summer

Meet Kaushal Jain, co-owner of Jain’s Laundry ~ a fully-equipped laundromat on Route 44 where customers can 
do their own wash or take advantage of Kaushal’s meticulous wash/dry and fold services.



By ALEX SPONSELLER

The NFL preseason is set to get 
underway this week with regular 

season action less than a month 
away.

Millions of people in the country 
and around the world are also join-
ing in the fun, competing in their 
annual fantasy football leagues.

One local league decided to 
stand out in its recent draft, as 
eight kids that just graduated high 
school came together and went all-
out for their draft night.

The league is called Marg’s Fan-
tasy Football League, named after 
St. Margaret School in East Provi-
dence - the location where many 

of its members first met years ago. 
Now, the league is entering its sixth 
season as an entity while its com-
batants’ friendships go back much 
further.

“It’s great, it’s kind of what keeps 
us all together. We are all so busy, 
we have jobs, I have two jobs. It’s 
really the one day that we know 
that we can all see each other so it’s 
great to do every year,” said league 
member and defending champ 
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Sports

RI Hockey HOF virtual  
induction set for Aug. 28

FROM STAFF REPORTS

The RI Hockey Hall of Fame has an-
nounced that the enshrinements of its 
Classes of 2020 and 2021 will be broad-
cast on WSBE TV36 on Saturday, Aug. 28 
at 10 pm.

The safely pre-recorded TV Enshrine-
ment Special has been produced in lieu 
of the previously scheduled in-person 
induction events postponed by the pan-
demic. 

“We’ve been working on this produc-
tion since February,” noted Hall of Fame 
chairman, Vincent Cimini. “Inductee ac-
ceptance speeches have been taped from 
all over the country at venues associated 
with each inductee’s hockey career.” 

Along with videos capturing the high-
lights of each inductee’s hockey journey, 
congratulatory messages from past en-
shrinees and some of the game’s most 
famous personalities will also be featured 

in the program.
Class of 2020 inductees include Tim 

Army, David Capuano, Lou Cimini, Jack 
Ferreira, Jim Fullerton, Paul Guay, and 
Garth Snow. The 2021 HOF Class in-
cludes George Army, Bob Gaudreau, Art 
Lesieur and David Quinn. The Malcolm 
Greene Chace Trophy, awarded for “Life-
time Contribution of a Rhode Islander to 
the Game of Hockey”, will be presented 
to Barrington’s Sylvester “Buster” Clegg.

Cimini also noted that camera-phone 
videos from family, friends and fans have 
been collected over the past four months 
to allow them to be part of the celebration 
as part of a custom audience created for 
each inductee. 

The 90-minute TV special, hosted by 
Dale Arnold, will be also be re-broadcast 
several times on WSBE and the WSBE 
“Learn Channel”. It will also be available 
“On Demand” and on the Hall’s website 
RIHHOF.com.

LEADING THE WAY: NESN’s Dale Arnold, here on the Hall of Fame broacast set, will 
emcee the inductions. (Photo courtesy of the RI Hockey Hall of Fame)

Fantasy Friends

Eight locals  
celebrate     
fantasy football 
with big bash

DRAFT NIGHT: Mem-
bers of the Marg’s Fan-
tasy Football League 
during their annual draft 
day celebration. (Sub-
mitted photos)

Saying bye to          
the Olympics

I know that I am prob-
ably going to receive a ton 
of flack for this column, 
but I can’t hold back any 
further. I am so glad that 
the Olympics are over.

Do I hate the Olympics? 
No, as a sports nut, there 
is always something that 
intrigues me enough to 
pay attention to. However, 
overall, I have never been 
much of a fan of the games 
and there are years like 
this past one that simply 
do not grab me.

The classic debate is 
summer versus winter. 
Which is better?

If I had to choose, I’d go 
winter. I absolutely adore 
the men’s and women’s 
hockey tournaments. I find 
it so fascinating watching 
an internationally played 
sport take place at the 
highest level. I know that 
all of the sports played 
are international, duh, but 
hockey is massive.

I also love the history of 
hockey at the Olympics, in-
cluding and especially the 
1980 US team that shocked 
the world. There have also 
been some fantastic games 
against Canada. 

Not to make this all 
about hockey, but all 
things considered, I would 
pick winter.

So not only was this 
my less preferred season, 
but there really was not a 
single storyline that inter-
ested me.

Simone Biles’ injury is-
sues were unfortunate, 
but not really a story that 
I was reading into a whole 
lot. The US men’s bas-
ketball team, to no one’s 
surprise, won gold. Once 
again, I was really not that 
invested in the team since 
it seemed to be a foregone 
conclusion that it would 

My pitch

by 
Alex 

Sponseller
Sports Editor

alexs@
rhodybeat.com

FANTASY- PAGE 17 PITCH- PAGE 15
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ANSWER TO THIS 
WEEK’S PUZZLE:

■ Pitch
(Cont. from page 14)

win again. Even when it 
started slow and dropped 
a few games, did we re-
ally believe that the team 
would not turn it around 
when it had to?

Some years the Olym-
pics have some real juice, 
at least enough to keep me 
engaged, and others do 
not. The past two weeks 
really wore on me. I was 
so sick of opening ESPN 
or Yahoo or whatever 
and seeing the Olympics 
shoved down my throat, 
especially when beyond 
Biles and basketball, it 
seemed that there was 
nothing noteworthy.

Again, it’s the Olym-
pics, every single item is 
noteworthy, but I am just 
not that into it for the most 
part.

There were also a few 
things that I feel could 
have really been intrigu-
ing but were pretty much 
ignored. 

First off, this summer 
marked the debut of skate-
boarding at the Olympics. 
I am not a skateboard fa-
natic or anything, but I 
can’t believe that a debut 
sport, especially one like 
skateboarding, was not 
heavily covered.

I know tons of skate-
boarding fans but heard 
next to nothing about the 
past two weeks. Wow, that 
could have been some-
thing special, but there 
was such little coverage. 
What a blown opportu-
nity.

Boxing as well, I heard 
so little about the tourna-
ments prior to the final 
matches. Nothing about 
the buildup, the competi-
tors from any country. 
Boxing is one of the old-
est and most celebrated 
sports in the world and 
has been a staple in the 
Olympics for generations. 
In my opinion, the cov-
erage was virtually non-
existent which was a let 
down.

If I had to put into words 
why I am not a big Olym-
pics fan, I would have to 
say that it is because it is 
usually just too much to 
digest and too difficult to 
follow, especially when 
they take place across the 
globe.

There are so many 
sports, so many events, 
so many of which are not 
mainstream in our coun-
try. The times of the events 
are all over the map, the 
coverage is choppy. It’s 
just a lot to handle and the 
fact that there are times 
when they’re played liter-
ally on the other side of 
the world makes it tough. 
I felt like every story I read 
was old news by the time 
it came across my screen.

Let me reiterate, this is 
not me saying I hate the 
Olympics or feel that the 
games have major flaws. 
It’s just me saying that I 
am not a big fan and there 
are some years like this 
where I simply cannot get 
into it. I am thrilled that 
they are behind us and 
hopefully the next winter 
games will deliver.

With August comes 
football, and with football 
comes fantasy football, 
which over the past two 
decades has become one 
of the most popular sport-
ing activities in the coun-
try.

This past weekend, a 
group of eight local high 
schoolers held an in-per-
son draft, where they all 
sat in a room with their 
computers, cooked up 
some grub, dressed in 
suits and selected their 
teams. You can find the 
full story in our Johnston 
Sun Rise publication.

There are stories like this 
that make fantasy football 
an amazing experience … 
or should I say craze? I 
don’t know, but I have al-
ways loved participating 
and have always wanted 
to be part of a league like 
this one.

There are many, many 
other hard core leagues 
like this one throughout 
the country and their sto-
ries and traditions are 
fabulous. Whether it be 
the defending champion 
getting to establish unique 
rules, or the last place 
team getting a punish-
ment. Fantasy football has 
become a staple in football 
fandom that is only con-
tinuing to grow thanks to 
leagues like this one.

Not to be overly senti-
mental over a game and a 
sport, but that is why foot-
ball is my favorite sport. 
There is no sport in the 
US that brings people to-

gether like football, and in 
my eyes, it has overtaken 
baseball as America’s Pas-
time. 

When speaking to one 
of the league organizers, 
he mentioned that this 
league will help these 
kids remain close friends 
as they all just graduated 
from high school. That is 
what it is all about, not 
just having fun in the mo-
ment, but creating new 
memories and celebrating 
old ones.

I am excited to play fan-
tasy football this season 
and to watch football at 
all levels. There is no sport 
like it.

Also, I would abso-
lutely recommend fantasy 
football to anyone. I know 
some of the older genera-
tions have shied away be-
cause of the technology 
aspect, but it really has 
become extremely user 
friendly over the past few 
years whether you use 
ESPN, NFL, or what have 

Get ready for the speedsters 
By CAPT. DAVE MONTI

Chub mackerel have appeared in local 
waters with some bonito mixed in. Gear 
and tackle used to target chub mackerel, 
bonito and false albacore is similar.  So 
starting now I am ready to cast to these 
speedsters (all in the tuna family) if we 
see them on the surface.   

From now through September I will 
have two or three rigged rods ready to go 
if we should come across schools of these 
fish on the surface.  They are all St. Croix 
Mojo rods rigged with Shimano Strardic 
reels and 20-pound test braid with 15 and 
20-pound fluorocarbon leaders. They are 
ready to fish with direct tied epoxy jigs 
and some with shiny metal lures that re-
sembled sand eels such as Deadly Dicks 
and the ever faithful Kastmaster lures. If 
you want to be ready to target these fast 
movers your saltwater bait & tackle shop 

can help.
Peter Jenkins, owner of the Saltwater 

Edge in Middletown, RI and president 
of the American Saltwater Guides As-
sociation, said, “Chub mackerel are be-
coming regular visitors in mid-Summer 
in Southern New England. They can be 
found frothily feeding on the same baits 
that cause the “bass rafts”; typically  bay 
anchovies or sand eels. Chasing chubs 
are a fun prelude to the exciting times 
ahead created by bonito and then  (fin-
gers crossed) false albacore.” To find out 
more about how to target chub mackerel, 
bonito and false albacore visit www.salt-
wateredge.com.

Chub mackerel are good to eat and so 
are bonito. But false albacore are usually 
not eaten. Anglers often have difficulty 
distinguishing between bonito and false 
albacore.   The way I remember is a rhyme 
first shared with me by Steve Medeiros, 

president of the RI Saltwater Anglers As-
sociaton. Steve said, “Bonito have teeth 
and are good to eat.”   This stuck with me 
as it is easy to remember.

Local bonito and false albacore expert 
Susan Lema said “Use as little hardware 
has possible. We tie directly to a 25-pound 
fluorocarbon leader with a uni knot and 
no swivel.  This keeps things simple with 
no hardware flashing in the water to 
spook the fish.  These fish are ram feed-
ers.  They open their mouths and hit the 
bait at high speed so things are moving.” 

Roger Lema (Susan’s husband) said, 
“Fish the outgoing tide in front of rivers, 
coves and ponds as the water and bait 
have to be moving.  When we go out we 
have five rods ready to go. Some prepared 
to cast silver lures like Deadly Dicks 
and Kastmaster lures.  But, we are also 
ready to troll (at four knots) with broken 
back lures, shallow swimming and deep 

swimming lures to use depending on 
where the fish are in the water column.”   
And, one last tip, “You have to anticipate 
where these speedsters will surface again 
and be there when they do.  So we like to 
fish the sides of the schools rather than 
getting out in front of them,” said Roger 
Lema.

Dolphins at the mouth of                  
the Narragansett Bay

Last week at 6:30 a.m. (on our way to 
Block Island) I came across a pod of a 
couple of hundred dolphins off Scarbor-
ough Beach, Narragansett.  When bluefin 
tuna fishing, it’s one of the signs you look 
for before you put in your bluefin tuna 
spread (rigs) to catch them.  Dolphin and 
bluefin tuna often eat the same thing and 
are chasing the same bait. But the dolphin 
are smart enough not to go for the tuna 
rigs. 
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Duckpin Bowling                   
Tour stops in Johnston
The Duckpin Professional Bowlers Association’s Pro Tour is underway, making its 
rounds throughout the northeast. The DPBA visited Town Hall Lanes in Johnston last 
week, hosting some of the area’s top bowlers. Winning the tournament was Jesse 
Dietsch. Below are some photos of the action. 

TOURNEY CHAMP: Jesse Dietsch after winning. (Submitted photo)

SLINGING IT: Kayla Holbrook winds up. (Photos by Mike Zawistoski)

EYES ON THE PRIZE: Mia Femino eyeing down the lane.

BOWL AWAY: Will Rigney shoots the ball.
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■ Fantasy
(Continued from page 14)

George Turnbull.
To celebrate draft night, the kids all 

joined together, dressed to the nines 
while enjoying a backyard barbeque 
with their heads buried in their laptops 
as the picks were made. Like the NFL 
Draft, the participants would head to a 
podium that was set up to announce each 
selection. From there, the kids would talk 
about the happenings while filling out 
their lineups. 

“We see it as a fun way to get every-
body together to hang out. We like to 
make it into a big event, it’s been a lot of 
fun to do once a year. It’s like a holiday 
for us. We try to keep it fun, that’s what 
it’s all about,” said Joey Legualt.

This was the second year that the St. 
Marg’s crew held the fantasy draft bash.

“A few years ago we had a couple new 
guys join the league, and we thought 
that it would be a good idea to have a big 
draft night where we can all draft togeth-
er and make it like a real NFL Draft. We 
thought it would be fun,” said Turnbull, 
who walked away from this year’s draft 
with players including Dalvin Cook, Jon-
athan Taylor, DK Metcalf and Tom Brady.

The league intends on maintaining this 

annual tradition and hopes to establish a 
few more fun rituals in the future. Many 
leagues have traditions such as allowing 
champions to create rules, as well as pun-
ishing the team that finishes in last place.

There is only one problem with the lat-
ter, though.

“We want to do a punishment for the 
last place team, but unfortunately our 
friend Sam White gets last place every 
year so we don’t want to do that to him,” 
said Legault. 

Perhaps the best part of this league is 
the way it keeps the friendship alive, es-
pecially with all eight members heading 
in different directions for college. 

“It was a little sad, especially since I’m 
leaving first. It meant a lot to me to be 
able to be with those guys before I go. It’s 
going to mean a lot to me doing this from 
now on,” said Turnbull.

Legault added: “For sure, this is going 
to help us stay together. I know a lot of 
us will be able to hang out on Sundays 
to watch the games, but either way it will 
always give us something to talk about 
with one another.”

The members of the Marg’s Fantasy 
Football League include: Jeffrey Pi-
mental, Joey Legault, Riley Whitehead, 
George Turnbull, Sam White, Elijah 
DaCosta, Anthony Marsella and David 
Chase. 

REIGNING CHAMP: The 
Marg’s Fantasy Football 
League defending cham-
pion George Turnbull 
makes a statement prior to 
the first overall pick of the 
2021 draft (above). A look 
at some of the grub served 
at the league’s draft, which 
included chicken wings (at 
right).
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